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The Saviour of men, on the day of His resarrec- 
tion, drew near unto two of his disciples, and went on 
the way with them ; and '' beginning at Moses and all 
the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scrip- 
tures the things concerning Himself." While He was 
thus instructing them, ^' their eyes were holden, that 
they should not know Him." It was needful tbat 
their Lord should thus conceal from them His glory, 
in order to convince them that no strano^e thing had 
happened unto Him, but that His sufferings, and death, 
and triumph over the grave, were in fulfilment of the 
determinate counsel of God, and, through this convic- 
tion, to lead them to a deeper knowledge of His name, 
and of His power to redeem Israel. To this end He 
proved to them that His cross and passion, as they had 
been predestined, were also predicted ; that the Scrip- 
tures abounded in prophecies of the things concerning 
Him ; which things, moreover, had been, at sundry 
times, and in divers manners, prefigured in the lives 
of mortal men. Had He prematurely revealed Him- 
self, their delighted and dazzled eyes could no longer 
have discerned those prophetic ^' lights shining in a 
dark place/' to which He desired them to take heed. 
Christ, the day-star, had arisen ; but tbat tbey might 
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first learn to interpret the mystical langnage of the 
lesser lights of heaven, His radiance was for a time 
concealed. 

Althongh the disciples of Jesus, at this day, are not 
liable to be ^^ shaken in mind" by a sndden and joyful 
surprise, as were the two who journeyed to Emmaus, 
they are still, perhaps, too ready to turn from the pro- 
phecy to the fulfilment, the type to the antitype, and 
to neglect the contemplation of those wonderful and 
beautiful shadows, which, in varied and ricb, and most 
expressive imagery, prefigured Him who was to come. 
And it is certain that Christians must suffer some loss 
by this neglect ; because it is certain that the later 
books of the Bible were not intended to supersede the 
earlier, but rather to interpret them. The substance 
was to give meaning to the shadow. Of the prophe- 
cies and types in the books of the Law, some, indeed, 
were primarily intended to serve an immediate, or a 
temporary purpose ; but many, we know, " were writ- 
ten for our admonition," and happened unto others ia 
old times, ^^ for ensamples unto tcs^ the actors them- 
selves having no consciousness whatever of the signifi- 
cancy of the events in which they bore a part. 

Ajb little as Hagar suspected, that she, the rejected 
bondwoman, representedMount Sinai, in Arabia, which 
answered to the Jerusalem of St. Paul's time, and of 
our own, and which is in bondage with her children, 
or Abraham, that the words, " Oast out the bondwo- 
man and her son," were to intimate the rejection of 
the covenant of works, and the introduction of the co- 
venant of grace, could Joseph or his brethren imagine 
that the love of God in Ohrist was prefigured in their 
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hifltoiy. Yet this story of Joseph and his brethren af- 
fords, — as it is hoped the following pages will fally 
prove — a greater variety of incidents signally prefi- 
guring the ^^ mysteries of the kingdom of Heaven" than 
can be found in the lives of any other group of person- 
ages, or of any individual, named in Scripture — even 
of those whom the Bevelation itself designates as types 
of the promised Messiah. Of the incidents of this fas- 
cinating story, many are of a nature to rouse the ten- 
derest emotions, and gain the hearts of the wise and 
the simple,— of young and old. And it seems that the 
very charm of the narrative, its scenes of deep emo- 
tion, its romantic adventures, its dramatic complete- 
ness, its blending of the supernatural with the fami- 
liar, its simplicity, — equalled nowhere, perhaps, but in 
the Oospels themselves — ^yield delight and satisfaction 
80 ample, that even the thoughtful student of Scrip- 
t^ure has little inclination to seek for more. Even after 
it has been pointed out, as it has been frequently, that 
certain incidents of the narrative may remind us of 
truths concerning Christ and his Church, most persons 
are content to regard this as merely one of the more 
interesting portions of the Patriarchal history. But 
the closer our researches into this record, the more am- 
ple will be our reward ; and we shall find that, like the 
two disciples, we had been with Jesus unawares. The 
task of the writer, who seeks to show this, will be as 
easy as it is delightful, and his path in many instances 
will be over oft-trodden ground. But although almost 
every commentator on this portion of the Book of 
Genesis— and the well-known commentary of Matthew 
Henry deserves especial mention here— has noticed 
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some of the more obvious resemblances, whereby the 
Patriarchal shadows may remind ns of the evangelical 
truth, the history of Joseph and his brethren is not 
^mmonly recognised in its true light, as a Great Pa- 
rable, which He who governs all things providentially 
caused to be acted out, and to be recorded by Moses 
through " the Spirit of Christ which was in him," not 
for the children of Israel only, but still niore express- 
ly fcr the spiritual benefit of the Church of the Ke- 
deemer. K is not commonly seen that Joseph, as a 
type of Christ, is to be ranked with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Israel, with Moses and Joshua, with David 
and Solomon, and Elijah, and that the history of his 
intercourse with his brethren aiSbrds a representation 
of spiritual truths, of christian experiences, which, 
whether we regard the multitude of particulars which 
it involves, or the power with which it appeals to the 
"hearty as well as the intellect, stands alone, having no 
parallel in holy Scripture. 



JOSEPH MD HIS BRETHREN. 



" And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stran- 
ger, in the land of Canaan. These are the generations of 
Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding 
the flock with his brethren ; and the lad was with the sons 
of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives : 
and Joseph brought nnto his father their evil report. Now 
Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he 
was the son of his old age ; and he made him a coat of 
many colours."— Genesis xxxvii. 1—3. 

O HE Lord, daring the days of his youth, "increased 
in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and 
man," and at the commencement of His ministry, upon 
His ascent from the baptismal waters of Jordon, the 
Spirit of the Lord rested upon him, and a voice was 
heard in heaven declaring " this is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.'' 

Joseph, we read, was beloved of his father, " more 
than all his children." We must not, however, attach 
too much significance to the general resemblance here 
apparent, although it is well worthy of remark. For 
we shall see Jiereafter that the type is here imperfect ; 
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for that another and a greater personage than Jacob 
afterwards is evidently set forth, as the earthly type of 
the Hearenly Father. As, when the shadow of an ob- 
ject falls partly on one surface and partly on another, 
it is only from «a certain point of view that the 
broken outlines are seen to exhibit the form of the ori- 
ginal, so here the love of the Father to the Bon, as 
manifested during the earlier part of our Lord's life 
and ministry, is represented by one person, and for the 
later periods by another. Jacob, equally with the rest 
of his children, was to bow down with humble obeis- 
ance, and acknowledge his son Joseph as his lord ; and 
he will presently serve rather to remind us of her, the 
Virgin Mary, who was the earthly parent of Jesus of 
Ifazareth, and who learned, like Jacob, reverently to 
adore her son. 

Although the only reason assigned for his father's 
preference for Joseph is, that '^ he was the son of his 
old age," it cannot reasonably be doubted that, in ear 
ly youth, as in after life, he well deserved to be the es- 
pecial favourite of his father. That he was of a purer 
spirit than his brethren, more fearful of offending God, 
more conscientious, more alive to the exceeding sinful- 
ness of sin, may fairly be gathered from the recorded 
fact, that, having been feeding the flock with his 
brethren, Joseph brought unto his father their evil 
report. For assuredly this was not from malice, 
as some have most strangely supposed, nor was it 
from a jealous desire to secure, by unworthy means, 
his position as a favorite. He bore his brethren 
no ill-will. Their envy and hatred against him, 
the cruel wrongs which they afterwards inflicted 
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on him, their conspiring against his life, their sell- 
ing him into Egyptian bondage, failed to extin- 
guish the tenderness of the love wherewith, even 
after twenty years of separation, and the often-hard- 
ening inflaences of worldly wealth and greatness, their 
brother repaid their evil with good. He spake not as 
their accuser; .('^Do not think that I will accuse you 
unto the Father* ") but he could not be otherwise 
than a faithful witness against them when questioned ; 
and he hesitated not to pour into a father's sympa- 
thising bosom, the burden of shame and sorrow, and 
fear on their account, which troubled his soul. We 
may compare with this the lamentations in the Fifty- 
fifth Psalm, which are plainly prophetical of Christ ; 
and may, without presumption, be believed to reveal 
to us, in part, the complaints of our Lord to his Father 
in heaven, when suffering under the burden of imputed 
sin, and the contradiction of sinners against himself. 



• John V. 45. 



S THE COAT OF MANT COLOUBS. 



It has been frequently thought probable that this 
was a sacerdotal garment, given to his son by Jacob, 
not merely as a token of his especial regard, but to 
mark his investiture with the priestly office. It was 
a closely fitting garment — a tunic, similar, it is pro- 
bable, to that which was afterwards worn by, the High 
Priest of the Jews. " Hannah brought Samuel ' a 
little coat' from year to year, when she came up with 
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Though 
Aaron's coat is not called a coat of many colours, it was 
so in fact: ^ and of the purple and blue and scarlet 
they made cloths of service, to do service in the holy 
place, and made the holy garments for Aaron.'.^ 
Others have held that this coloured garment was noth- 
ing more than a mark of favor, " a token of his 
father's approbation of his piety."f In each of these 
opinions there is much plausibility, and, with some 
modification, they may be reconciled. It Is difficult 
to believe that Jacob, who was still in the vigour of his 
age, would renounce, in favour of a boy of seventeen, 
that sacerdotal office which he had long enjoyed ; 
which he had, at an early age, .coveted and won from 

* See Blunt'a Scripture Coincidence, Part I. 
t Townsend on the Pentateuch. 
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his brother Esan, by purchasing from him the birth- 
right, and on the acquisition of which God had per^ 
mitted His blessing to follow ; an office which greatly 
tended to procure for him reverence in his own house- 
hold, and which constituted his best title to rule and 
govern as prophet, priest, and king. Again, though 
we afterwards hear much of his brethren's hatred to- 
wards Joseph as a dreamer of dreams, we find no in- 
dication that their jealousy was excited by his hav- 
ing been promoted to the priesthood. And had the 
priesthood been transferred, would it not rather have 
been related, that his father gave Joseph Ms own 
sacerdotal robe, than, simply, that he made him a 
coat of many colours? And would a robe, properly sa- 
cerdotal, be worn, as was the coat of many colours, 
on ordinary occasions — as on a journey to a con- 
siderable distance 2 All that we can infer with 
certainty is, that Joseph wore, through his fa- 
ther's favor, a dress conferring distinction. Yet it 
is by no means improbable, that Jacob may have 
aaaociated his son with himself in the priestly office / 
suffering him to minister unto the Lord, as did 
Samuel before Eli the priest.* If this view be ad- 
mitted, then we can discern a general correspondence 
here, in the grant of the many-coloured tunic, to that 
solemn ordination of our^Blessed Lord to His ministry, 
which took place on the banks of the Jordon, where 
He was baptized with water and the Holy Ghost, and 
pronounced to be the Son of God, even the beloved Son. 



* I Sam.y iL, 11, 18, and compare r., 28. 
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'* And when Ms brethren saw that their father loved him more 
than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him. 

** And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethen : and 
they hated him yet the more. And he said unto them, 
Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed : For 
behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my 
sheaf arose, and also stood upright ; and, behold, your 
sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. 

!' And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over 
us ? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us ? And 
they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his 
words. 

** And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it to his brethren, 
and said. Behold, I have dreamed a dream more ; and be- 
hold, the sun and the moon, and the eleven stars made obeis- 
ance to me. And he told it to his father, and to his breth- 
ren : and his father rebuked him, and said unto him. What 
is this dream that thou hast dreamed ? Shall I and thy 
mother, and thy brethren indeed come to bow down our- 
selves to thee to the earth ? Genesis xxxvii. 4 — 10. 

The dreams which Joseph dreamed, through the se- 
cret influence of the Holy Spirit upon his sleeping 
thoughts, were like those of Pharaoh afterwards, 
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'^ doubled unto him twice" : doubled, not as in ordi- 
nary instances, by mere repetition, but by causing him 
to behold, on the second occasion, images different from 
the first, yet similar in import. This was done in or- 
der, first to indicate to him, and to his brethren like, 
wise, that these dreams were not the work of chance, 
but of design ; not the idle fancies of the brain, but, in 
truth, visions sent from Qod, and next to show to them, 
as to the Egyptian monarch, that ^^ the thing was es- 
tablished of the Lord, and would surely come to pass 
at its appointed time." Yet we may not unreasonably 
ask ourselves, whether it was to be expected that the 
brethren of Joseph should acknowledge the prophetic 
character of dreams thus singular. It may be sup- 
posed that the favours with which his father had dis- 
tinguished Joseph had kindled ambition in his heart ; 
that the desire for pre-eminence became a hope, and 
the hope a strong persuasion, -secretly cherished by 
night and by day — ^whether while labouring with his 
brothers in the harvest field at noon — suffering from 
their marked dislike and jealousy, and brooding on 
his wrongs— or when meditating under the starlit 
sky at eventide ; and that in his slumbers this per- 
suasion took shape as in the dreams recorded — ^the 
sheaves of the field or the constellations of the sky 
being imagined to do him homage — ^without any 
supernatural infiuence. And it may be supposed 
that his brethren had either wholly disbelieved his 
tale, or suspected that the wish was father to the 
thought — ^that he longed for t6e time when he might 
be revenged on them, and repay their contumelies. 
We must remark, however, — what did not escape their 
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observation — that the second dream went beyond the 
first, containing a prophetic intimation, that not his 
brethren only, but his father and mother also, should 
bow down before him. That one who so deeply rever- 
enced his father, should, for a moment, dream of this, 
an event, too, in itself so exceedingly improbable, un- 
less through a divine impulse, no one can believe. 
We must conclude that these dreams, and more parti- 
cularly the last, ought to have been regarded by the 
brothers, at least as seriously as they were by the fa- 
ther himself, who, though at first he " rebuked" Joseph, 
yet afterwards " observed the saying." We must re- 
member that in the Patriarchal days God oftentimes 
communicated His counsel to man by a dream of the 
night ; and that to Jacob himself it had been given to 
behold a vision of the Monnt of God, a broad flight of 
steps piercing the skies, thronged by innumerable an- 
gels hastening on their appointed tasks, and on the top 
thereof, it is probable, a bright cloud abiding, the glory 
of the unseen Jehovah. And why should not his be- 
loved Son, he would ask himself, be likewise favoured 

from on high ? 

To us, who are of the latter days, and who can em- 
brace at one view so large a portion of the sacred his- 
tory of the world, it cannot appear singular that a des- 
tined type of the Messiah should be himself the sub- 
ject of prophecy. Such was the case with Noah — who 
was doubtless prophetically so named, — the consola- 
tion of God's servants in a world lying under a curse 
through sin ; — ^such with Abraham, the father of na- 
tions, with Isaac, the child of promise, with Israel, the 
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Prince prevailing with God, while to the great fore- 
runner of our Lord, John the Baptist, was given even 
greater honour, the prophet Malachi, the angel Ga- 
briel, and his father, the priest Zacharias, all testityiug 
of his future greatness. 

We wonder not, then, that Joseph, inferior to none 
as a type of Christ, should likewise be honoured thus. 
But the light shone in a dark place ; the brethren of 
Joseph feared not God, nor regarded man ; they refused 
to be warned ; they were disobedient to the heavenly 
vision ; — for those his dreams they envied and hated 
him more and more. Thus, in early life, he began to 
be, by anticipation, a partaker of Christ's suflferings. 
in precisely a similar manner were the claims of 
Christ rejected. When the Jews accused Him be- 
fore Pontius Pilate, He knew that for envy they had 
delivered Him.* When He declared His divinity, 
" then took they up stones to cast at Him" ; when He 
" told them the truth which He had heard of God," 
they were filled with anger. When He declared Him- 
self to be "from Heaven," the beloved Son, the favour- 
ite of His Father, in existence before Abraham, the 
Lord of David, greater than Solomon, one before 
whom, exalted on the throne of His glory, all mankind 
should make confession, and bow down in humble 
obeisance, then took they counsel together, and plot- 
ted against big life. When He had raised Lazarus 
from the dead, they took counsel to put Lazarus also to 
death.f Day by day their jealous hatred of our Lord 
increased ; they opposed, more and more bitterly, both 
the Obrist and His Father also, not knowing what they 

• Matt, xxvii. 18. t John xii. 10. 
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did, and that in truth they were fighting against God ; 
even as the brethren of Joseph despised asd defied not 
their brother only, bnt the God of all power and might 
by whom the visions were sent. 

Bat there was one person who acted otherwise, 
as has been already noticed ; — Jacob, their father, ^^ ob- 
served the saying." This also is typical. For even 
so it is written of the blessed mother of our Lord, when 
the Shepherds made known what the angelic messen- 
gers had revealed to them concerning her child ; and 
again when, at twelve years old, returning from Jeru- 
salem, Jesus spoke of His Heavenly parentage, that 
«< Mary kept all these sayings, and pondered them in 
her heart." 
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** And Ms brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. 
And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the 
fiock in Shechem ? come, and I will send thee unto them. 
And he said to him, Here cm, I. And he said to him. Go, I 
prayihee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, and 
well with the flocks ; and bring me word again. So he sent 
him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 
And a certain man found himi and, behold, he was wander- 
ing in the field: and the man asked him, saying. What 
seekest thou ? And he said, I seek my brethren : tell me, I 
pray thee, where tiiey feed their floolka. And the man said. 
They are departed hence ; for I heard them say. Let us go 
to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and found 
them in Dothan." — Genesis xxxvii, 12—17. 

This account of Joseph's search for his brethren is 
given with a minuteness of detail in matters not es- 
sential to the main purport of the narrative, which 
merits special notice and consideration. He is sent 
to his father from the vale of Hebron to Shechem ; and 
there seeks in vain for his brethren, but, by a certain 
man who met him wandering in the wilderness, he is 
directed to Dothan^ where he finds them. Such par- 
ticulars unquestionably add to the general interest of 
the story, by deepening the impression of its reality ; 
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bat we may ask, whence is it that they find place in a 
record not written by one who had personal cogni- 
sance of Joseph, but by Moses, after an interval of 
abont three hundred years. They must have been 
originally related by Joseph himself : and, probably, 
to those who would feel a deep interest in the tale, 
and hand it down to later generations, bis sons 
Ephraim and Manasseh, — either directly, or through 
their Mother Asenath, the daughter of the Priest of 
On. She, when her children were old enough to feel 
a lively curiosity concerning the strange and roman- 
tic history of their father, would describe his singular 
adventures with every circumstance which could ren- 
der the tale attractive to their minds, from the delight 
of gaining their childish sympathies in what so 
nearly concerned the parents, from hopeful pride in 
a family so signally honoured of God, and to the end 
that when they grew up, they might teach their chil- 
dren the same. And, in many other instances of the 
same kind, in the Book of Genesis, and in other por- 
tions of Holy Scripture, a similar explanation is pro- 
bably applicable. But all that occurred, — the adven- 
tures themselves, the oral relation, the Mosaic re- 
cord, — ^all was overruled by that Divine Spirit who was 
even then, in a mystery, taking of the things of Christ 
and showing them unto men. 

Dothan, it may be observed in passing, memorable 
as the place of Joseph's sale into captivity, where the 
God whom he served aeemtd to have forsaken him, be- 
came afterwards equally memorable as the scene of a 
signal interposition of God, to deliver from impending 
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danger. For here, on the Monnt whereon the city 
was built, when the armies of the King of Syria 
sought his life, stood Elisha the Prophet, divinely 
guarded by angelic armies in battle array, by horses 
and chariots of fire. 

But we must return to Joseph, and his search for hiid 
brethren. " Come," said his father, " I will send 
thee unto thy brethren," And he said, "Here am I." 
It was not of his own, aoGord that Joseph left the pa- 
ternal home : but, when it appeared to be his father's 
* desire, he was found ready. Thus he became a more 
perfect type of our blessed Lord, who declared, " I 
came not of myself, but He (my father) sent me." " Lo, 
I come to do thy will O God : I am content to do it, 
yea, thy law is within my heart. " 

Again, the flocks and their shepherds were not where 
Joseph had expected to find them. The men had 
led them further, it appears, into a land compara- 
tively strange and not that which their father intend- 
ed. Even so the children of men, whom Jesus came 
to save, were ho longer in their appointed pastures- 
Far from Paradise, wherein the Lord Jehovah, as a fre" 
quent and familiar visitant, had met them face to face, 
they were in a world estranged from Him through sin. 
They had gone out from before the presence of the 
Lord, as did Gain ; they were in a remote wilderness. 
But they were not forgotten, not uncared for. The 
Son of God was sent forth on a mission of mercy, to 
follow them whithersoever they had wandered; at 
what distance soever from His holy abode of peace, 
and purity, and love. Even so Joseph, being sent 

B 
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forth by his father came unto his own, and his own re- 
ceived him not : he was despised and rejected. He 
became a man of sorrow, and familiar with grief. A 
true Prophet, for his dreams were firom God, and were 
fhlfilled — he was without honour in his own country, 
and amongst his own kindred, and in his father^s 
house. 
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** And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near 
unto them, they conspired against him to slay hixn. And 
they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer comethJ 
Come now therefore, and let ns slay him, and cast him into 
some pit, and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured 
him : and we shall see what will become of his dreamsj 
And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their 
hands ; and said, Let us not kill him« And Reuben said 
unto them. Shed no blood, hut cast him into this pit that ii 
in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him ; that he might 
rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father againr 
And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his 
brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his Coat, his coat of 
mcmy eoloun that tocu on him ; And they took him, and cast 
him into a pit : and the pit ioaa empty ; tJ^ere was no water 
in it. And they sat down to eat bread : and they lifted up 
their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of Ishn^el- 
ites came from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and 
balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. And 
Judah said unto his brethren. What profit is it if we slay our 
brother, and conceal his blood? Come, and let us sell him 
to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be upon him ; for 
he is our brother and our flesh. And his brethren were con- 
tent. Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen ; and 
they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold 
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Josepli to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieee» of silver : and 
they brought Joseph into Egypt. And Renben returned 
unto the pit ; and, behold, Joseph was not in the pit ; and 
he rent his clothes. And he returned unto his brethreR, 
and said. The child i» not ; and I, whither shall I go ? And 
they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and 
dipped the coat in the blood ; And they sent the coat of 
many colours, and they brou^t it to their father; and said, 
Tbis baye we found : know now whether it l>6 thy son's 
coat or no. And he knew it, and sdid. It is my son's coat ; 
an evil beast hath devoured him ; Joseph is without doubt 
rent in pieces. And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sack- 
cloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days. 
And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort 
him: but he refused to be comforted; and he said, Fori 
will go down into the grave unto my son mourning. Thus 
his father wept for him. And the Midianitea sold him into 
Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of 
the guard." — Genesis xxxtii, 18 — S6. 

Although for a long time the brethren of Joseph had 
hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him, 
yet he bad gone in and oat among them unharmed. 

Even so did the Lord Jesua for three years 
continue to make known the hated truth, to pro- 
voke the hostility of the rulers of the people^ 
to disappoint, or to enrage the multitude, unin- 
jured by all their malice. Guarded^ not by twelve 
legions of angels^ but by tliat word which proceeded 
out of the mouth of Qod, He moved amongst them in 
the serene majesty of holiness, or lay down to take His 
rest, having His Father for His hope and fortress, His 
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castle and deliverer. When the Nazareaes led bim to 
the brow of the hill whereon their city was bnilt, to 
cast Him down headlong, He, passing through the 
midst of them, went His way, and came down to Ca- 
pernanm, and taught in the Synagogue on the Sab- 
bath days. When upon His proclaiming His Diyinity, 
the people that surrounded Him in the temple took tip 
stones to cast at Him, He hid Himselt, and retired. He 
himself declared, " I was daily with you teaching in 
the temple, and ye laid no hand upon me. But this 
is your hour, and the power of darkness.'' 

A like opportunity was, in the Providence of God, 
afforded to the brethren of Joseph. No eye, save of 
the all-seeing One was upon them in that lonely wil. 
derness : it was " their hour," and the powers of 
darkness were given leave to work their will. " Let us 
slay him/* they said, " and we will see what will be- 
come of his dreams. '* A wicked thought, at once one 
of blind folly, of cruelty, and of deep and desperate 
impiety. For why should the dreams of Joseph have 
excited feelings of such bitter hatred, unless through a 
vague apprehension that perchance they might one 
day be fulfilled ? Had they altogether disbelieved in 
them, they would have laughed at his idle pretensions ; 
but now, fearing them to be true, they yet dared to 
imagine that by depriving their brother of life they 
could defeat the counsels of the Most High. 

Just such a spiritual darkness as this overspread the 
mind of Herod, when he sought the life of the young 
child, Jesus of Nazareth. He closely enquired of the 
Magi what time the star appeared, and as carefully of 
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the Scribes, where the Christ should be born. Gain- 
ing the information he sought, by hypocrisy and guile, 
he sent to slay all the childiea in Bethlehem, or in the 
coast thereof, from two years old and under. He be- 
lieved in the prophets, he believed in the Heavenly 
sign, yet sought to destroy Him whose eternal reign 
they foretold I Such are the deeds to which Satan is 
permitted to impel men ; Satan, the father of lies, 
a murderer from the beginning; the antagonist of that 
God, who is truth and love. 

Again, at a later period of our Saviour's ministry, a 
like spiritual darkness was on the hearts of the Chief 
Priests. They feared Him who, by their own confes- 
sion, had ^' done many miracles,'' had saved otherSi 
and even raised the dead ; and because they feared, 
they hated him, and dreamed that they could destroy 
Him. 

The brethren of Joseph were so far diverted from 
their first design, by the.intercession of Reuben (who 
desired to rescue Joseph, and restore him to his father) 
as to resolve to shed no blood : but, with even greater 
barbarity, to leave him to die a lingering death in a 
pit wherein was no water, at once his prison and his 
grave. Having cast him into the pit, with hardness 
o&heart almost incomprehensible — wickedly rejoicing 
at having freed themsdves, as they thought, from a 
deeply dreaded humiliation— without leaving the place 
" they sat down to eat bread" ; all but Reuben, who 
had left them, either because he could not endure their 
company, or else that he might the better accomplish 
his design of privately revisiting the place of his 
brother's confinement. His conduct may remind us 
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of that of Pilate ; who timidly sought to rescue Jesus, 
arguing, " what evil hath he done ? I will chastise 
him, and release him." But there does not appear to 
be a truly typical resemblance. 

It was not the will of God, however, that Keuben's 
design should be accomplished. Since it had been 
pre-ordained and predicted of the Saviour, that He 
should be, sold for money, and delivered unto the 
Gentiles, therefore Joseph, the appointed type of 
the Saviour, was neither put to death by his breth- 
ren, nor restored to his father. God caused Midian- 
ites merchantmen to pass by, and the proposal of Judah 
was agreed to, and they sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites 
for twenty pieces of silver, and they brought Joseph 
into Egypt ; and there he was sold a second time into 
slavery, to Potiphar, an officer of Pharoah*s, and Cap- 
tain of the Guard. 

Here also a remarkable coincidence is apparent. 
For in like manner was Jesus delivered for money into 
the power of the Chief Priests ; and by them again 
transferred to the hands of the Boman Governor. The 
close correspondence between the betrayal of our Lord) 
and the sale of Joseph, must strike every reader, and 
has been generally felt to be far from accidental ; and 
hence chiefly it has been inferred that Joseph was di- 
vinely ordained to be a type of the Messiah. Yet here 
we have merely one of the more salient and obvious 
of very maily points of agreement, " a cloud of wit- 
nesses" encompassing us, and testifying variously to 
the same wonderful truth. 

No mention is made in tJiis part of the sacred record 
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of the feelings or demeanour bf Joseph, during this 
bitter trial ; but we know, from the subsequent confes- 
sion of his brethren themselves, that his soul was in 
bitter anguish, and that bo earnestly entreated them 
for mercy. Genesis xui. 21. But when those en- 
treaties had failed to move them — ^wben, in utter des- 
pair of deliverance, he awaited death in the pit, or a 
life-long bondage under an Egyptian taskmaster, we 
surely cannot doubt whither his sorrowing thoughts 
were turned — to the home of his youth, now lost to him 
for ever, where in a father's tender love he had found 
satety and happiness — to the revered parent whose au- 
thority had hitherto restrained the malice of his breth- 
ren, but who was now, alas I far off, and stretched forth 
no hand so save him. Oh I my Father, he would ex- 
claim, why art thou not here to deliver me ? why so 
far from my health, and from the words of my com- 
plaint ? Behold, I cry in the day-time, but thou hear- 
ost not, and in the night season also I take no rest. 
Then having recourse to prayer, he would lift up his 
Boul to the God of his Fathers, the all-seeing One, the 
all-righteous, the all-merciful, who heard his prayers, 
and knew all hia sorrows, and who certainly would not 
forsake his servant, even in the valley of the shadow of 
death. 

Although wo may find a sacred pleasure in tracing 
these resemblances, we should yet rejoice to perceive 
that in several respects the comparison fails— that the 
shadow inadequately represents the glorious reality. 
For the sufferings of Joseph were wholly unexpected 
and involuntary ; nor did be at that time know the 
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counsel of God concerning him. Bat Jesus had God's 
law written in His heart, and was content to do His 
will: He went, as it was written of Him, freely, and of 
His own accord ; and great as was His agon7,^yet His 
final prayer was, simply, " Father, if this cup may not 
pass from me, except I drink it, Th7 will be done." 



A 
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•* And Joseph was brouglit down to Egypt ; and Potiphar, an 
officer of Pharaob, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought 
him of the hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought him 
down thither. And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a 
prosperous man ; and he' was in the house of his master the 
Egyptian. And his master saw that the Lord was with him, 
and that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his 
hand. And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served 
him : and he made him overseer over his house, and all that 
he had he put into his hand. And it came to pass from the 
time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over 
all that he had, that the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house 
for Joseph's sake ; and the blessing of the Lord was upon 
all that he had in the house, and in the field. And he left 
all that he had in Joseph's hand ; and he knew not ought he 
had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a 
goodly person, and well favoured." — Genesis zxxix 1 to 6. 

The brief period during which Joseph lived as a fa- 
voured servant, and in a relatively prosperous condi- 
tion, in the house of Potiphar, constitutes an interval 
of ease, to which the history of our blessed Lord af- 
fords no parallel. For during the interval between the 
betrayal and apprehension of Jesus, and His crucifixion, 
there was no respite from distress, no moment at which 
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His enemies, relenting, showed Him favour, or suffered 
Him to repose — and herein, just as in the Great Sorrow, 
the agony in the garden, the antitype surpassed the 
type. From the cup which it was giyen Him to drink 
on account of sin, none of the bitterness was extracted I 
but He stood forth as the First of Martyrs, ^^ made 
perfect through sufferings," — as none other of the chil- 
dren of men have been, or shall ever be perfected. 
^' For it pleased the Father, that in Him should all 
fulness dwell" ; and the very contrast between our 
Lord, and Joseph, his forerunner, should remind us of 
the prophetic confession, that there was no sorrow like 
unto His sorrow, wherewith the Lord afflicted Him in 
the day of His fierce anger. 
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*l And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife 
cast her eyes upon Joseph ; and she said, Lie with me. But 
he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold^my mas- 
ter wotteth not what is with me in'the house, and he hath 
committed all that he hath to my hand ; There is none 
greater in this house than I ; neither hath he kept back any 
thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife : how 
then can I do 'this great wickedness, and sin against God ? 
And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that 
he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her. 
And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into 
the house to do his business ; and there teas none of the men 
of the house there within. And she caught him by his gar- 
ment, saying, Lie with me : and he left his garment in her 
hand, and was fled forth. That she called unto the men of 
her house, and spake unto them, saying See, he hath 
brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us ; he came in unto 
me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice: And it 
came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and 
cried, tl^t he left his garment with me, and fled, and got 
him out. And she laid up his garment by her, until his 
Lord came home. And she spake unto him according to these 
words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou hast brought 
unto us, came in unto me to mock me : And it came to 
pass, as I lifted up my voice and_cried, that he left his gar- 
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ment with me, and fled out. And it came to pass, when his 
master heard the words of his wife, which she spake unto 
him, saying. After this manner did thy servant unto me ; 
that his wrath was kindled. And Joseph's master took him, 
and put him into the prison, a place where the king's pri- 
soners were bound : and he was there in the prison." — 
Genesis xxxix, 7 — 20. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, having been sold and be- 
trayed into the hands of His enemies, was falsely ac- 
cused before the hastily gathered assembly of the Chief 
Priests, and Elders and Scribes, and condemned for 
blasphemy ; and then, being bound, was delivered to 
Pontius Pilate, the Governor, before whom He was 
" accused of many things" by the Jews, until at length 
Pilate, overcome by their rancorous importunity, by 
the representation that Jesus was a disturber of the 
public peace, and the argument, "If thou let this man 
go, thou art not Caesar's friend," reluctantly gave sen- 
tence that it should be as they required, and delivered 
Him to be crucified. 

Even so Joseph, having been sold into bondage, was 
falsely accnsed, and condemned — to a long, perhaps a 
life-long imprisonment, — as for an offence, it seems, 
against puhlio law — " in the place where the King's 
'prisoners were bound." 

We shall now consider the^ circumstances, and 
examine the character, of the false accusation brousht 
against the faithful servant of Potiphar; and against 
the Messiah, his antitype ; and compare the charges 
one with another. The enquiry is of deep interest, the 
points of resemblance very numerous, the agreement 
truly wonderful . 



80 THE FALSE ACC08ATIOK. 

(1.) The charge against Joseph was that he had 
attempted to uawrp the place and the privileges of the 
rightful Lord and Master of the house : and on this 
charge he was in fact condemned. 

Now Jesus being in the palace of Oaiphas the High 
Priest, where the members of the Sanhedrim were 
assembled, '^ at the last came two false witnesses and 
said, this fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple 
of God, and to build it in three days." The exact 
significancy of the singular declaration thus attributed 
to Jesus did not evidently appear. " The High Priest 
came and said unto him Answerest Thou nothing { 
What is it which these witness against Thee ? But 
Jesus held His peace" — which, according to the 
Jewish law, was equivalent to an admission of guilt. 
It is true that the Council did not immediately pro- 
nounce Him guilty of a capital crime; but from the 
adjuration of the High Priest which followed, we may 
conclude that they understood Jesus either to have 
laid claim to Divine Power, or else to have been ready 
to desecrate and violate God's temple — in either case 
blasphemously making himself the etval op God — 
whether as His opponent, in profanely destroying, or 
as His co-worker, in miraculously re-building. How 
evident the analogy between this, and Joseph's imputed 
offence, — his attempted rivalry of Potiphar ? When^ 
in answer to the High Priest's adjuration, our Lord 
declared himself to be the Son of God, who should 
hereafter come in the clouds of heaven to sit upon the 
Judgment Throne, they unanimously pronounced Him 
to be "guilty of death" for blasphemy ;— for claiming 
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privileges belonging to God alone, the rightful Lord 
and Ruler of the universe. 

But to temporal dominion He made no claim — of ?pi. 
ritual dominion He claimed that share only which 
either was, or would hereafter become, rightfully His 
own. The analogy continues unbroken. 

Again, Jesus being " delivered to the Gentiles," 
and accused before the Eoman Governor, the Chief 
Priests and Elders complained, "We found this fellow 
perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to 
Csesar, saying that He himself is Christ a King." The 
charge is still analogous to that brought against Joseph. 
Whether as Son of Man, claiming superior temporal 
authority, or as Son of God, claiming Divine Powers, 
Jesus y^2i^ falsely accused of usurping another^ s rights* 

(2.) The crime alleged was one which Joseph had 
peculiar facilities for committing ; for he had lawful 
business in the house, when no man but himself was 
within. In this circumstance also, Joseph's position 
rendered him the type of Christ. For Jesus was 
accused of pretending to be a King, and, had He suf- 
fered them, the people would gladly have accepted 
Him as such ; they welcomed Him with Hosannas on 
His public entry into Jerusalem ; they misconstrued 
this act of meekness and lowliness ; and were afterwards 
deeply disappointed, and provoked to turn against 
Him. Even so, it is not improbable, did the 
wife of Potiphar misconstrue the respectful atten- 
tions of Joseph, and being disappointed, was the more 
bitterly provoked to revenge, Again, Jesus was 
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accused of attempting to procure for himself the rever- 
ence and worship due to God alone. And if, instead 
of abidiag in the calling whereunto He was called, and 
retaining " the form of a servant," Jesus had listened 
to the tempter's voice which said, " If thou be the Son 
of God, put forth Thine unbounded miraculous powers, 
give full proof of Thy divinity," the people would un- 
doubtedly have adored Him. 

(3.) The offence was one to which Joseph was repeat- 
edly solicited: " day by day." 

Even so was our Blessed Lord, as we inow, repeat- 
edly tempted. Thrice did Satan, (faking occasion wJien 
no one was present^ as did the Wife of Potiphar,) in 
the wilderness, on the mountain top, on the pinnacle of 
the Temple, solicit our Lord to gratify some natural 
desire of the heart, and io forget that he was a servant : 
and again, in the Garden of Gethsemane the Evil One 
sought to influence him through his dread of suffering • 
and to deter him from drinking the cup of self-denial. 
More than once the people manifested their eager 
desire to have him as a ruler; nay, once — even as 
Potiphar's wife seized Joseph by his garment, — they 
sought to " take him by force to make him a king :" 
and as Joseph " fled and got him out," so Jesus " de- 
parted into a mountain Himself alone." 

(4.) To a man of corrupt mind, the temptation 
would ha/ve been a very powerful one. The wife had 
probably been chosien for her beauty ; and Joseph was 
of an age generally susceptible of such an allurement- 
Hover him the temptation had no power, we must find 
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the explanation of this in the temperance, soberness, 
and chastity, in the sense of honour, in the fear and 
love of God, which were habitual with him. 

And had not Jesus been more than man, the temp- 
tations to assume regal authority would have been 
powerful. And, if superhuman power hs^d not been in 
Him, combined with pecfect moral rectitude, perfect 
holiness. He would have been under a strong tempta- 
tion to grasp at all which this world can afford of plea- 
sure, — all that a worker of mirg.cles could command. 
All the kingdoms of the world, all, and more than all 
the glory of them, were offered to His acceptance, if He 
would take advantage of His position, and prostitute 
His high powers for their attainment. 

(5.) The charge* made against Joseph was not 
merely false, but the very opposite of the truth ; for 
Joseph had not only refused, when strongly tempted, 
and repeatedly solicited, but had, moreover, faithfully 
and solemnly remonstrated with the temptress, 
expressing his abhorrence of ingratitude and treachery, 
his fear to commit a sin against God : and it is highly 
proiahle, that, unless his previous conduct had been 
irreproachably pure, the Hebrew slave would never 
have been admitted to the honourable and confidential 
post he occupied. Here also the analogy is evident. 

Jesus, who was accused of perverting the people, 
and forbidding to pay tribute to Csesar, because (as 
they would have it understood) He was Himself a ting, 
superior to Csesar, had both paid tribute, and enjoined 
the payment on others. He, whom they had accused 
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of a design to profane the temple^ Lad shown Himself 
full of zeal for its honour as the house of God, or, 
taking our Lord's word concerning the temple, as He 
actually uttered them — " Destroy this temple, and 
in three days I will build it up," — in their true 
meaning and reference to " the temple ot His hodyP 
we find that He did actually restore again what they 
had destroyed, — what, at the tinie they brought the 
accusation, they were seeking to destroy. Nay, He 
more than restored it ; for He assumed a nfiore perfect 
lody^ a building of God, " a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens." He who was accused of 
blasphemy, had in all things sought his Father's ho- 
nour, had spoken and acted in His Father's name ; and 
as was Joseph also in his degree, was " faithful to him 
that appointed him," in all His house. 

6. The offence with which Joseph was charged was 
one the refvsal to commit which was highly dan- 
gerous. This is evident, and on the point we need not 
enlarge. The revenge taken by the wife of Potiphar 
was, alas ! as natural as it was base. Joseph must 
have clearly foreseen that the " spretoe injuria forma?^ 
would excite a hatred as violent, as unscrupulous, and 
more lasting, than the baffled passion from which it 
sprang — ^hatred which could hardly be appease'd, until 
it had accomplished his ruin. 

In this also Joseph prefigured our Lord, though the 
antitype surpassed the type. For Jesus, ** knew what 
was in man," and with Divine prescience infallibly 
foresaw the cruel and shameful death to which His vo- 
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luntarj humiliation would lead — ^yet, not in the face 
of danger but with the certainty of suffering. He perse- 
vered in that humiliation, and in steadfast obedience to 
His Father's will, till His baptism of blood was accom- 
plished. 

7. The accuser herself was guilty of the very 
offence with which Joseph was charged. She had 
committed adultery already in her heart ; and had 
repeatedly endeavoured to tempt him whom she ac- 
cused into the actual commission of the same sin. 
All this was likewise true of the accusers of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. They who accused Him of mak- 
ing himself a King had themselves endeavoured 
to induce Him to assume regal authority ; they souglit 
to set Him in C(Bsar'*s plaoe^ hoping thus to free them- 
selves from the imperial yoke, of which, as their re- 
peated insurrections proved, they were growing more 
and more impatient, (and who shall say that a dark 
desire of wholly freeing herself from the matrimonial 
yoke, and raising Joseph to the position of master of the 
house, never entered the mind of the wife of Potiphar ?) 
they who accused Him of threatening destruction to the 
temple which they professed to revere, and by which 
they swore, had themselves made it a den of thieves ; 
and their actions tended directly to brin«^ destruction 
upon it, and did actually cause its destruction forty 
years afterwards. They who accnsed the Christ of 
blasphemy, had themselves opposed and hated both 
Him and His Father. 
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Here again we meet with much in which the mar- 
vellous correspondence of type and antitype is mani- 
fested. Joseph suffered in sUence. He made no attempt 
to excuse himself, by accusing her whose hatred and 
falsehood occasioned his condemnation. He suffered 
unresistingly. It may be that he was never admitted 
into the presence of Potiphar, — nor confronted with his 
accuser, — that he had no opportunity for making his 
defence. But, even so, Joseph was still, though un- 
consciously, the type of Him, who, having the power 
to .speak in His own defence, answered not a word, but? 
with the patience of love, enduring all things for our 
sakes, " went, as it was written of Him, " into the pri- 
son and bondage of the grave." i " As a sheep before 
her shearers is dumb, so He opened not his mouth." 
The place of his confinement, was " wTiere the hinges pri- 
soners were ioundP Potiphar might, perhaps, have 
assigned for Joseph some separate place of confijse- 
ment belonging to his private residence ; but he sent 
him rather. to the public prison, of which he himself 
had the controul, c. xl., v. 3. Here, again, are fore- 
shadowed '' the things of Christ." " He was numbered 

with tlie transgressors:^^ He suffered as a. common 
malefactor. 
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We find nothing recorded in the Book of Genesis of 
the feelings of Joseph on this trying occasion ; but no 
record was needed. Condemned to a double bondage, — 
a slave, and an imprisoned slave, in a foreign land 
a lot more bitter could hardly be imagined, save that 
he had for his consolation the consciousness of inno- 
cence, and the assurance of Divine aid. Tet even 
the consciousness of innocence had its sting. The 
master whom he had served so faithfully, whose con- 
fidence he had merited and obtained, now regarded 
him as a traitor, and had become his enemy. The sin 
which he had steadfastly refused to commit was laid 
to his charge ; his very innocence had caused his con- 
demnation. It was a bitter thing to be imprisoned, 
still more to sufier at the hands of the master whom 
he had served with unshaken fidelity. Who fails not 
to discern here the type of Him, in whose cup of sor- 
rows the bitterest ingredient was, not the cruel mock- 
^ngs and scourging, not the shame of a public execu- 
tion, not the pangs of crucifixion, but the wrath of 
that Heavenly Father, -who had before signally hon- 
oured Him, had pronounced Him His beloved Son, in 
whom He was well pleased ; and whom He had loved and 
served with the devotion ofa pure and perfect heart? 
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** But the Lord was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and 
gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 
And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand 
all the prisoners that were in the prison ; and whatsoever 
they did there, he was the doer of it. The keeper of the 
prison looked not to anything that' was under his hand ; be- 
cause the Lord was with him, and that which he did, the 
Lord made it to prosper.*' — Genesis xxxix, 21 to 28. 

It may be recollected, that we failed to find in the 
comparatively favourable condition, which Joseph, 
through his fidelity, and through God's visible bless- 
ing upon all that he did, had acquired in the house of^ 
his master Potiphar, the type of any of " the things of 
Christ," and this, because our Blessed Lord had no res- 
pitefrom steering hetween the time when He was sold 
for money by Judas Iscariot, and His condemnation to 
death. So we find nothing typical here, in the condi- 
tion of comparative freedom, and the remarkable ex- 
tent of authority which Joseph acquired through the 
favour of the keeper of the King's prison. We believe 
that our Lord when in the grave had no exemption 
from its penalties^ but that in this, as in so many other 
respects, the antitype transcended the type, exhibiting 
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in His more profound abasement, a higher perfection. 

Some persons, however, who view the death of Christ 
in a different light, will perhaps be induced to trace in 
the Mosaic record concerning Joseph a confirmation 
of their opinion. They believe that our Lord, when 
he entered the realms of Hades, entered as a con- 
querer ; bringing into these desolate shades alight and 
life not their own ; nay, proclaiming in them that gos- 
pel which His apostles afterwards preached on earth. 
They refer to the words of St. Peter, — * Christ was put 
to death in the flesh, but quickened in the spirit ; by 
the which also he went and preached unto the spirits 
in prison^ which sometime were disobedient, when 
once the long suffering of God waited, in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was preparing.' But all that St. 
Peter asserts is, that our Lord preached to the spirits 
in prison hy the same spirit by which He was quick- 
ened ; not by any means that He preached while He 
was numbered among the dead. And indeed, if there 
be meaning in words, the quick are not to be con- 
founded with the dead ; but to be * quickened' is to be 
raised again from the dead, which happened to our 
Lord not on the cross, but on the third day after His 
crucifixion. Then it was that the quickening spirit of 
immortal life, which utterly abhors and is incompati- 
ble with the state of death, visited and reanimated His 
mortal soul. 

Let us consider, too, by what means Christ triumphed 
over death. Even by first submitting to death. ' He 
tasted death for every man ;' and ^ through death sub- 
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dued hkn that had the power of death.' He drank this 
bitter cup, and drained its very dregs, that the vials 
of wrath might not be poured out upon guilty men. 
Whatever gloom, then, there was in Hades before the 
advent of Christ, into that gloom He entered ; what- 
ever were the ' pains of death' for the worst of sinners, 
those pains He underwent ; nay, whatever would have 
been the utmost tyranny of Hades and Death over 
men, but for His mediation, to that Christ for a time 
succumbed. By no less a sacrifice could He have ac- 
complished His great design of subduing death, by first 
submitting to death. To suppose that the grave was 
a more lightsome place to Him than it is, or would 
have been, to the worst of sinners, is to forget the 
price which was paid for redemption ; and to leave 
room for the conscience-stricken sinner to dread lest he 
should be excluded from the benefits of the resurrec- 
tion, since so dark a death as his had not been under- 
gone by the Saviour. By first enduring all, Christ 
overcame all. Not in descending into the abyss, but 
in ascending up on high, He led captivity captive. 
Hades did not acknowledge Him as a conquerer till on 
the third day He broke her bonds asunder, and cast 
away her cords from Him ; and mounted His eternal 
throne on * the holy hill of Sion.' 

No more inappropriate season for preaching could 
possibly be imagined, than that which is arbitrarily 
chosen for the publication of the gospel to the ' im- 
prisoned spirits.' That they were in Hades at the 
time we have indeed ample reason to believe ; but 
they were then as it were in the condemned cells, be- 
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yond the reach of reprieve, and waiting till tliey 
should be eammoned from the bottomless pit to go 
into perdition.* 

This argument will not perhaps convince all read- 
ers. Some will be inclined rather to adopt the sup- 
position that there is a typical resemblance here, that 
Joseph entering the King's prison speedily assumed 
the chief government therein, as if in this he typified 
Christ, entering into the bondage and prison of the 
grave, but entering it unfettered, and manifesting him- 
self as one who was the Lord of death, and held the 
keys of Hades, and had controul over all the souls 
that were therein. 



* From the Future States. By the same author, p. 286. 

B 
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** And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the 
king of Egypt and his baker had offended their lord the king 
of Egypt. And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his offi- 
cers, against the chief of the butlers, and against the chief 
of the bakers. And he put them in wardin the house of the 
captain of the guard, into the prison, the place where Jo- 
seph was bound. And the captain of the guard charged 
Joseph with them : and they continued a season in ward. 
And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man his 
dream in one night, each man according to the interpreta- 
tion of his dream, the butler and the baker of the king of 
Egypt, which were bound in the prison. And Joseph came 
in unto them in the morning, and looked upon them, and, 
behold, they were sad. And he asked Pharaoh's officers 
that were with him in the ward of his lord's house, saying. 
Wherefore look ye so sadly to-day ? And they said unto 
him, We have dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreta- 
tion of it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpreta • 
tions belong to God ? tell me them, I pray you. And the 
chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him. In 
my dream, behold a vine woe before me ; And in the vine 
were three branches : and it was as though it budded, and 
her blossoms shot forth ; and the clusters thereof brought 
forth ripe grapes : And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand ; and 
I took the grapeSj and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and 
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I gaVe tlie cup into Pharaoh's hand. And Joseph said unto 
him, This is the interpretation of it : The three branches 
are three days : Vet within three days shall Pharaoh lift 
up thine head, and restore thee unto thy place : and thou 
shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the former 
manner when thou wast his butler. But think on me when 
it shfdl be well with thee, . and shew kindness, I pray thee 
unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring 
me out of this house : For indeed I was stolen away out 
of the land of the Hebrews : and here also have I done no- 
thing that they should put me into the dungeon. When 
the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he 
said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream ; and, behold, / 
had three white baskets on my head : And in the upper- 
most basket there was of all manner of bakemeats for Pha- 
raoh : and the birds did . eat them out of the basket upon 
my head. And Joseph answered and said, This i$ the in- 
terpretation thereof : The three baskets are three days : 
Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from 
off thee, and shall hang thee on a tree ; and the birds shall 
eat thy flesh from ofif thee. And it came to pass the third 
day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a feast 
unto all his servants : and he Iffted up the head of 
the chief butler and of the chief baker among his ser- 
vants. And he restored the chief butler unto his but- 
lership again : and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 
But he hanged the chief baker : as Joseph had interpreted 
to them. Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, 
but forgot him." — Genesis XL. 1 — 28. 

There were two others of whom special mention is 
made, as consigned to the same prison with Joseph — 
though not indeed exactly at the same time. Of these 
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one is after a while liberated, the other executed. 
Joseph had foretold their fate — ^interpretiog the dreams 
which God had sent them. 

" Tet within three days,'' said he to the chief but- 
ler, ^^ shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore 
thee unto thy place.'' 

Eren so, when Jesus suffered there were two others 
crucified with Him, the one on the right hand, and the 
other on the left ; to one of whom He foretold, To-day 
Shalt thou be with me in Paradise. We must not 
speak with confidence where all is conjectural ; but it 
must be remembered, that the words '^within three 
days," are significant and typical, for it is not alto- 
gether improbable that the fulfilment of Christ's pro- 
mise to the penitent robber took place after His own 
resurrection. For it is certain that the words of our 
Lord, on sereral occasions, prior and subsequent to His . 
crucifixion, require some latitude of interpretation in 
respect to time. " Now is the son of man glorified." 
" I go to the Father." " I ascend to my Fatherand your 
Father, to my God and your God :" declarations which 
were not fulfilled till after forty, or more than forty 
days had expired. But this point must not be insisted 
on. The general resemblance is sufficiently striking. 
We have more than sufficient matter for reverent ad- 
miration, when we find in the liberation and restora- 
tion of the chief butler of Pharaoh, a not obscure type 
of a soul's entrance into Paradise, through repentance 
and faith in the Redeemer ; and in the previous pre- 
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diction of the fate of each prisoner by Joseph, an in- 
timation that the Son of God knoweth what is in man, 
and knoweth them that are His, and who will here- 
after serve under Him in the courts of heaven. 
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AND THEIR INTERPRET ATIOK 

" And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh 
dreamed : and, behold, he stood by the rlyer. And, behold, 
there came out of the river seven well-favoured kine and 
fatfleshed ; and they fed in a meadow. And, behold, seven 
other kine came up after them out of the river, ill-favoured 
and leanfleshed ; and stood by the other kme upon the brink 
of the river. And the ill-favoured and leanfleshed kine did 
eat up the seven well-favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh 
awoke. And he slept and dreamed the second time : and, 
behold, seven ears of com came up upon one stalk, rank and 
good. And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east 
wind sprung up after them. And the seven thin ears de- 
voured the seven rank and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, 
and, behold, it teas a dream. And it came to pass in the 
morning that his spirit was troubled ; and he sent and called 
for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: 
and Pharaoh told them his dream ; but there was none that 
could interpret them unto Pharaoh. Then spake the chief 
butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my faults this 
day : Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in 
ward in the captain of the guard's house, both me and the 
chief laker : And We dreamed a dream in one night, I and 
he ; we dreamed each man according to the interpretation of 
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his dream. And there toat there with as a young man, an 
Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard ; and we told 
him, and he interpreted to us our dreams ; to each man ac- 
cording to his dream he did interpret. And it came to pass, 
as he interpreted to us, so it was ; me he restored to mine 
office, and him he hanged. Then Pharaoh sent and called 
Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon; 
and be shaved himself^ and changed his raiment, and came 
in unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto Jpseph, I have 
dreamed a dream^ and there is none that can interpret it •' 
and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a 
dream to interpret it. And Joseph answered Pharaoh, say- 
ing, Jt is not in me : God shall give Pharaoh an answer of 
peace. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In my dream, beholds 
I stood upon the bank of the river: And, behold, there 
came up out of the river seven kine, fatfleshed and well- 
favoured ; and they fed in a meadow : And, behold, seven 
other kine came up after them, poor and very ill-favoured 
and leanfleshed, such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt 
for badness : And the lean and the ill-favoured kine did eat 
up the first seven fat kine : And when they had eaten them 
up, it could not be Known that they had eaten them ; but 
they were still ill-favoured, as at the beginning. So I 
awoke. And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears 
came up in one stalk, full and good : And, behold, seven 
ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the east wind, sprung 
up after them : And the thin ears devoured the seven good 
ears : and I told this unto the magicians ; but there wa$ 
none that could declare it to me. And Joseph said unto 
Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one; God hath shewed 
Pharaoh what he is about to do. The seven good kine are 
seven years ; and the seven good ears are seven years : the 
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dream is one. And the seven thin and ill-faToured kine that 
came up after them are seven years ; and the seven empty 
ears hlasted vrlih the east wind shall he seven years of 
famine. This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pha- 
raoh : What God is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh. 
Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout 
all the land of Egypt : And there shall arise after them 
seven years of famine ; and all the plenty shall be forgotten 
in the land of Egypt ; and the famine shall consume the 
land ; And the plenty shall not be known in the land by 
reason of that famine following ; for it shall be very grievous. 
And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice, 
it is because the thing is established by God, and God will 
shortly bring it to pass. Now, therefore, let Pharaoh look 
out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land of 
Egypt. Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers 
over the land, and take up the €fth part of the land of Egypt 
in the seven plenteous years. And let them gather all the 
food of those good years that come, and lay up com under 
the hand of Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 
And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven 
years of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt ; that 
the land perish not through the famine."— Genesis xli, 
1—86. 

At the end of two fuU years, that is in the third 
year of Joseph's captivity, King Pharaoh dreamed 
dreams, of which the result was the liberation of the 
captive. " We are assured," says Bishop Pearson, 
^' that the Messiah was to rise again, by those types 
which did represent and pre-signify the same. Joseph, 
who was ordained to save his brethren from death 
who would have slain him, did represent the Son of 
Ood, who was slain by us, and yet dying saved us ; 
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and his being in the dnngeon typified Christ's death ; 
his being taken ont from thence represented His re- 
surrection — as his elevation to the power of Egypt 
next to Pharaoh signified the session of Christ at the 
right hand of the Father : and the liberation in the 
third year, moreover, typified the resurrection on the 
third day. 

The dreams of Pharaob, as interpreted by Joseph, 
were ot plenty about to he devoured hy famine, —of an 
abundance which in the event proved so great, that we 
may suppose it to have been supernatural (though 
effected hy means of the river, out of which came forth 
the fat-fleshed and the lean kind,) succeeded by a scar- 
city so great, through a failure of the fertilizing waters, 
that " the plenty should not be known in the land by 
reason of the famine following," for it was to be " very 
grievous." Spiritually understood, these things repre- 
sent th0 mystery of the permission of evil ; of good 
liable to he overcome hy evil ; of a world in need qf 
redemption from grievous and utter ruin. And the 
counsel of Joseph was, that the corn, the produce of 
the plenteous years, should be treasured up, in order 
to supply the wants of the people during the famine^- 
a measure which we find it was committed to Joseph 
himself to carry into execution. Spiritually under- 
stood, we may discern in this history a prophecy of 
the advent of the Eedeemer ; one " in whom are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge ;" through 
the supplies of whose grace and mercy alone the moral 
wants of our earthly and fallen state can be eflfectually 

relieved, and evil overcome of good. 

•F 
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It came to pass in the morning after he had beheld 
these visions, that the spirit of Phoroah was troubled, 
and he called for all the magicians and wise men of 
Egypt ; but there was no man that could interpret his 
dreams — none, until an interpreter was found in the 
young Hebrew captive, Joseph, the favoured of God, 
Let this be compared with the vision beheld by St. 
John, described in the 5th chapter of the Apocalypse. 
^' I saw in the right hand of Him that sat on the throne, 
a book written within and on the backside, sealed 
with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel proclaim- 
ing with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the 
book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no man in 
heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able 
to open the book, neither to look thereon. And I 
wept much, because no maawas found worthy to open 
and to read the book, neither to look thereon. And 
one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not : behold, 
the Lion of the tribe of Judab, the Eoot of David, hath 
prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven 
seals thereof. And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst 
of the elders, stood a Lamb, as it had been slain, hav- 
ing horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits 
of God sent forth into all the earth. And He came 
and took the book out of the right hand of Him that 
sat upon the throne." 

The book sealed with seven seals, the volume of 
mysteries which none could reveal, was opened by the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Lamb as it had been 
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slain, and it was fonnd to contain the history of the 
contest between moral good and evil, until the con- 
sommation of all things, and the perfect redemption of 
the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, ^^ when ^e mys- 
tery of God* shall be finished." Even as none, save 
the Lamb as it had been slain, the liberated prisoner 
of the grave, could open the book of mystery, and 
foretell the workings of evil, and show how it was 
to be overcome, so none but Joseph, delivered from 
captivity, through the divine spirit that was in him, 
could interpret the dreams of plenty and famine, 
and point out, and himself provide, a way of relief for 
the wants of men* 

As in the courts of heaven stood the Lamb, in the 
midst of the throne and of the four beasts and of the 
elders, and took the sealed book from the hand of Him 
that sat on the throne, and opened the seals thereof, so 
stood Joseph, the type of the Sedeemer, before Pha- 
raoh and the magicians and wise men of Egypt, to 
hear, and to interpret. '^ And Pharaoh called Joseph's 
name Zaphnath-paaneah," signifying, perhaps, the Be- 
vealer of Secrets, or the Man to whom secrets are re- 
vealed. Shall the christian consider this as mere acci- 
dent? or was it not rather that GK)d, designing to 
glorify His Son, caused Pharaoh to confer on Joseph 

a name which should be typical of Him who is in the 
bosom of the Father, and to whom every mystery is 

known, who came into the world to bear witness unto 

the truth, " by his knowledge to justify many," and 

" to bring life and immortality to light." — ^Isa., un, 11. 

But other significations have been given to the name ; 

and these shall be considered hereafter. 
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** And Pharaoh said unto his servants, can we find such a one as 
this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is ? And Pharaoh 
said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all 
this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art : Thou 
shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall 
all my people he ruled : only in the throne will I be greater 
than thou. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set 
thee over all the land of Egypt. And Pharaoh took off his 
ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and ar- 
. rayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain 
about his neck : And he made him to ride in the second 
chariot which he had ; and they cried before him, Bow the 
knee : and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. 
And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without 
thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of 
Egypt. And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paa- 
neah ; and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter of 
Poti-pherah priest of On. And Joseph went out over all 
the land of Egypt" — Genesis^-xli, 88—45. 

" Can we find," said Pharaoh, " such a one as this 
is ? A man in whom tTie Spirit of God is ?" Every 
Christian may surely answer, We have found one with 
whom Joseph cannot compare ; in whom abideth the 
Spirit of God in ampler measure, in union more inti- 
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iq^te and profound than in any other of the sons of men ; 
perfectly, and infinitely. The words of Pharaoh 
were intended to suggest to christians, that " mystery 
of the Holy Incarnation," which angels desire to 
look into. And we should observe, that this mysteri- 
ous truth must be contemplated in two difiSsrent as- 
pects. Jesus Christ was found in fashion as a man, and 
was mcrn^ and as man He received the Spirit as a gift 
from God the Father. Thus it was declared by the 
Angel Gabriel to the blessed mother of Jesq/3, '^ the 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee ; therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee, shall be called 
the Son of God." Thus also it is said, ^^ God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost, and with 
power, who went about doing good, for God was 
with him." And so our Lord applied to himself the 
prophetic words of Isaiah : <* The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because He hath anointed me to preach the 
Gospel,'* etc., and the very name of Christ, the Messiah, 
the Anointed One, reminds us of this truth. But the 
entire dependence of Jesus on the Father is in other 
places more fully stated. ** I can of mine own self do 
nothing ; the Father that dwelleth in me. He doeth the 
work." " Man doth not live by bread alone ; but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth" — every 
ordinance — " of God." Yet in this dependence was no 
weakness nor imperfection. " God giveth not the Spirit 
by measure unto Him ;" and we may perhaps add ; — 
" In Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily." ISTow that we may clearly discern in Jesus 
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the antitype of Joseph, we are to contemplate him us 
mom ; as a man to whom the Father gave the Holy 
Spirit, and then to discern ihsA Jesus Christis Ood^ *' Ood 
over all, blessed for ever." The word whichwas with God, 
and was God, was made (or became) flesh, and we are 
not left to infer, but are expressly informed, that when 
this mysterious Incarnation was effected, the Son of 
God ^^ emptied himself," and in some manner, 
although it was not possible that he should cease to be 
God, placed himself in a position of subordination and 
dependence, taking on him " the form of a servant ; 
and being madew the likeness" — that is, truly in the 
nature— ^^ of men." Jesus Ohrist is therefore man. As 
man He received of God the Father honor and glory. 
As man He was, ^^ by the right of God, exalted ;" 
angels and principalities and powers being made sub- 
ject unto him, even as Joseph was given power, not 
only over the lower castes of the people, but over the 
highest authorities, military and sacerdotal. 

Pharaoh invested Joseph with a ring, the symbol of 
delegated authority, and in this instance, of suprems 
authority : he took it from his own hand, to put it upon 
Joseph's hand. He anointed him with a cpstly robe, 
and a chain of gold — symbols of the highest degree of 
favour. In all this Joseph was passive. He had not 
sought this supre)ne dignity ; it was conferred upon 
him by the will of the King, who, doubtless, in this ex- 
ercise of his power, was unconsciously influenced by a 
Divine impulse. Not in honour of Joseph did the 
£ing invest the young Hebrew prisoner with the ring, 
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and the robe and tbo chain, and cause him to ride in 
the second chariot which he had ; but all this was done 
for His sake who ^^ glorified not himself to be made 
an High Priest, bnt was called of God," who received 
of the Father honour and glory, and to whom were 
given the heathen for an inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for His possession. 

'^ Because God hath shewed thee this," said Pharaoh 
to Joseph ; ^' because thou hast revealed the counsels 
of God, and pointed out the way of deliverance from 
evil — thou shalt be over my house, and according to 
thy word shall all my people be ruled ; only in the 
throne will I be greater than thou." 

Here we have foreshadowed, and that in outlines of 
no doubtful meaning, the exaltation of the Messiah. 
As Joseph came forth from his prison to stand before 
the King for a while, then to assume, as his delegate, 
power over all Egypt, so did Jesus Christ come forth 
from the prison and bondage of the grave, after a 
brief interval, to ascend to heaven, to sit down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, all power being 
given unto Him in heaven and in earth, over cheru- 
bim and seraphim, over all the children of men. 
As Pharaoh claimed to be greater " in the throne," 
so, though all things were put under the feet of Jesus, 
and nothing left that was not put under Him, '^ it is 
manifest that He is excepted (even the Father) which 
did put all things under him." 

When Joseph mounted the royal chariot, they 
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cried befbre him, ^^ Bow the knee,'* and as he made 
his rojal prqgresd, tliey proclaimed him lord, and the 
fc&eQ \ra8 bent in homage* He went out over all the 
land of E^ypt, in the citjr aod in the desert, in every 
nome^ amongst every people, barbarous or civilised^ 
which at that time acknowledged the sceptre of Pha- 
raoh. So was Jesus exalted, that at His name every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven and earth, and 
under the earth, and that every tongue should confess 
Him Lord. Whether on the exaltation of Christ the 
ministry of angelic heralds was employed to proclaim 
His ascension, and His ascendancy, in every region of 
the worlds spiritual, as yet we know not. But on earth 
we do know, that the ministers of Christ are thus em- 
ployed continually, clearing the way for His entrance 
into the hearts of men, and demanding that all, in 
every land, should believe in Him as a Saviour, and 
acknowledge Him as a Xing, bending in lowliness be- 
fore Him« 

Shortly after Joseph's elevation, it appears, his pre- 
dictions were fulfilled, and the seven years of plenty 
comnaenced. How greatly this must have tended 
to confirm the confidence of the King and of all 
the people, in the wisdom of Joseph, and in the 
excellency of the spirit that was in him, we can- 
not doubt. And it is equally evident that the abun. 
dant wealth of Egypt must hare contributed to 
strengthen the throne of Pharaoh^ giving contentment 
to his people, enlarging his military resources, and 
thus compelling the respect of neighbouring nations. 
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Nor did the ensuing period of famine deprive Egypt 
of these advantages. For ^^the famine waa sore ivl «dl 
lands:" and from every country — at least of those 
bordering on Egypt-^they came to buy corn. And 
the people, or rather Joseph, had enough and to spare* 
They not only knew no want, but must have been, 
indirectly, enriched by the silver and gold poured 
into the royal treasury by foreigners, in exchange for 
the supplies which th^ urgent wants imperatively 
needed : supplies which, (although we are not to believe 
of an upright ruler, that he would take an unjust ad- 
vantage of the necessities of others), it is to be ob- 
served that it was in the power of Joseph to sell 
at whatever price he thought good. The superiority 
of Egypt ill wealth and resources must have beou 
even greater, during the period of famine, than before. 

So was the kingdom of God on earth, the mediato- 
rial kingdom of which Christ was the chief ruler — and 
that kingdom which is established in the hearts of 
men — confirmed and enlarged, from the time that Jesusi 
the Son of Man, was set on the holy hill of Zion. 
There has been no succession of events, corresponding 
to the succession of famine to abundance in Egypt ; 
but through Christ and His Gospel the true riches and 
the true poverty have both together been made more 
fully manifest. As for fonrt'^en years men were 
taught to regard Egypt as the land of abundance, 
compared with which all other countries were poor, so 
are they now taught that to Christ^s kingdom of grace 
alone they are to look, for the highest happiness in 

G 
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^ all time of their wealth," the sweetest eonsolatioiuiy 
the only perfect deliverance^ ^* in all time of ikm 
tribnlation.'' 
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^ And Pharaoli called Joseph's name Zaplinatli*paaneali ; and he 
gave Hm to wife Asenath tiie daughter of Poti-pherah priest 
of On."— Genesis xm, 45.' 

When the Lord Jesns Christ ascended into the hea- 
vens, He returned to that glory, which, as Son of God, 
He had with the Father before the world was. But in 
His nature as Son of Man, He received of the Father 
glories with which humanity had never before been 
invested. And it has been revealed, that He then re* 
ceived— apparently as part of the honour then con- 
ferred upon Him— a new name. The Tjytd Himself 
speaks of this, in His message to the Church of Fhila^ 
delphia. " Him that overcometh will I make a pillar 
in the temple of God : and I will write upon him my 
new nsone," (Sev. m, 12.) and this name is again, and 
more plainly, spoken of in a subsequent chapter. ^^ I 
saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse, and he 
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and 
in righteousness doth he judge and make war. His 
eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns^ and he had a name written, that no man 
knew hut he himself J^ And further on, '^ He had on his 
vesture, and on his thigh a name written, Ejno of 
Kings, and Lobd of Lobds." Eev. xix, 11 — 12 — 16 • 
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Even SO, at his exaltation, was Joseph given by Pha- 
raoh a new name* Of this name various interpretations 
have been given, differing considerably from each 
other, and none of which as has yet been generally 
received as the true ; and if the meaning of the now 
mysterious Zaphnath-paaneah should continue to baffle 
the researches and reasonings of pious and learned men, 
and remain concealed for ever in this world from the 
Church of Christ, it will still, through that very cir- 
cumstance, serve the more remarkably to remind Chris- 
tians of that new name of their adored Saviour, which 
is as yet a secret of the Lord. 

And whichever of the various conjectural interpre- 
tations be adopted, it will be found to be not more 
applicable to Joseph, than to his glorious antitype. 
Does it signify, as we have already supposed, " the 
Kevealer of Secrets," or '* the Man to whom se- 
crets are revealed?" The Son of God, in His perfect 
unity with the Father, is the Eevealer of Secrets ; the 
son of the Virgin Mary is the Man to whom secrets are 
revealed. Or does it signify, as some authorities con- 
tend, the " First,'* or " Prince of the Lords T We ac. 
knowledge that- such a title would fitly describe the 
dignity conferred by Pharaoh on his favoured ser- 
vant; but we remember that the temporal is but a type 
of the spiritual, and in our hearts pay reverence to 
One in heaven, knowing that a greater than Joseph is 
there. 

- In the fact that Pharaoh, when raising Joseph to su- 
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preme authority, thought fit to confer a now name on 
him, there is nothing unusual. To mention no other in- 
stance, the prophet Daniel, between whose history 
and that of Joseph, there are several remarkable points 
of resemblance and of contrast, received from Nebu- 
chadnezzar in like manner the new name of Belteshaz- 
zar, which, commencing with the name of his god 
Bel, was probably intended as a designation peculiarly 
honourable. But in the fact, that it has been specially 
recorded in tTie Scriptures that Joseph received a new 
name, we discern the agency of Him, who, whether by 
the special suggestion of His spirit, or the more ordi- 
nary, but not less wonderful and unsearchable opera- ^ 
tions of His providential government^ would make Jo- 
seph known to the Ohurch, in the latter days, as the 
type of that beloved Son, whom the Father delighted 
to honour. 
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'* And when all the land of Egypt was f amishedy the people cried 
to Pharaoh for bread : and Pharaoh said unto all the Eygpt- 
tianSy Go unto Joseph ; what he saith to you, doJ And the 
famine was over aU the face of the earth : And Joseph opened 
all the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians ; and the 
famine waxed sore in the land of Egypt. And all countries 
came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy com; because that 

the famine was io sore in all lands."— ^Genesis xli, 55 — 57 < 

■■* • 

^ Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said 
unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another ? And he 
said, Behold, I have heard that there is com in Egypt : get 
you down thither, and buy for us from thence ; that we may 
llTe, and not die. And Joseph's ten brethren went down to 
buy com in Egypt. But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob 
sent not with his brethren ; for he said. Lest peradventure 
mischief befall him. And the sons of Israel came to buy 
com among those that came : for the famine was in the land 
of Canaan. And JoaephiDaa the governor over the land 
. and he it waa that sold to all the people of the land." — 
Genesis xlii, 1 — 6. 

When the famine waxed sore in all lands, and the 
people in their distress cried for bread, Joseph opened 
the storehouses, and distributed their treasures ; and 
famine was overcome by plenty, good prevailed over 
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evil. Eren so Christ, oar Lord, haying ascended into 
the heavens, and having sat down on the right hand 
of the Father, hath ever sinee distributed the gifts of 
His grace to those who sought them. 

Amongst others, the ten brethren of Joseph, (Benja- 
min being excepted), went down to Egypt to buy com. 
They had an interview with Joseph himsdf^ for " it was 
he who sold to all the people of the land." This is cer- 
tainly not what we should have expected. One who oc- 
cupied so exalted a position as Joseph, we might reason- 
ably suppose, would not personaiUy deal with those who 
came to buy, but would merely exercise a general super- 
intendence, employing numerous subordinate officers 
under him. Kor is it easy to account for the conduct of 
Joseph on any ordinary principles. We may, indeed, 
discern here the faithful and wise steward, who, though 
his Lord had made him ruler over all that he had, still 
was not less diligent and faithful when he had all 
Egypt to feed, and, in addition, to supply the wants of 
strangers, than when in the house of Potiphar, or in 
the Eang's prison ; but that he should have found it 
possible to superintend this business in person, may well 
excite our wonder. But we need not attempt to ac- 
count for this merely on ordinary principles. For all 
this was done and was written for ovjt sakes, upon 
whom the ends of the world are come. We are hence 
to be reminded that the wants of the soul are relieved 
ly Christy <md Ohnst alone ; that as, between the great 
King of Egypt and the poorest and meanest of the 
strangers from a foreign land-^stood Joseph only ; his 
own eye keenly surveying the applicants, his own ear 
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listening to their tales of distress, so is there one 6ocl| 
and one Mediator between God and Man, one only name 
under heaven whereby we maybe saved, one merci- 
ful Being, with whom we are to deal in person^ seeking 
no intercession, saintly or angelic, in the vain hope of 
obtaining a more favourable andience, one whose eye 
is ever npon ns, and His ear ever open unto our prayers. 
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[* And Joseph's brethren came, and bowed down themselyes be- 
fore him with their faces to the earth. And Joseph saw his 
brethren, and he knew them, bat made himself strange unto 
them, and spake roughly unto them ; and he sidd unto them. 
Whence come ye ? And they said. From the land of Ca- 
naan to buy food. And Joseph knew his brethren, bat 
they knew not him."-— Genesis xlii. 6^8. 

ParsQing the thickly frequented road that led to the 
Soyal Storehouses, whence none returned empty, Jo- 
seph's brethren found their way to his presence, and he 
mw andknew them ; but they knew not him ; nor did he 
reveal himself unto them. Twenty years had now passed 
by since the brethren had beheld each other face to 
face : for Joseph, sold into Egypt at the age of seven- 
teen, was thirty at the commencement of the years of 
plenty, thirty-seven when the time of famine began. 
It is not strange that they should have failed to recog- 
nize in him a man of mature age, richly clad in Egyp- 
tian robes, and speaking roughly unto them, and 
through an interpreter, one who had been a mere 
youth when they sent him into captivity, and whom 
they would have looked for anywhere but in the Boyal 
courts, and the august presence in which they pros- 

H 
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trated themselves. Neither is it surprising that Joseph 
should ^at once, at first sight, as it seems, have recog- 
nized his brethren. For, as others have observed, their 
outward appearance must have been £ar less changed 
than his. While he was as yet a youth, when last they 
beheld him, their features had already assumed the com- 
paratively £xed lineaments of maturer age, and in tliem 
time bad made little alteration. With iheir language h e 
bad been familiar as a child, and he had not since forgot- 
ten it. And, besides, they stood in a group together, 
in the well-remembered number of tm men ; and each 
served, by some peculiar trait, to identify the rest, and 
we may indulge in the conjecture, that in some of them 
now advanced in years, he beheld again the deeply be- 
loved parent from whom he had been partedj while 
Isaac was still in the vigour of his age. 

But the rapidity of his recognition of his brethren 
sprang from the depth of his affection for them ; from 
that tender love which, during nights of sorrow, or 
days of prosperity, had led back his thoughts to the 
home of his childhood, to the bosom of his father, re- 
storing the minute details of their daily life, and then 
expatiating in conjectures of the changes which time 
must have brought forth. Impossible, too, it was, that 
be should not, especially after his wonderful elevation 
to superior power, often recall to mind those singular 
dreams which from the first he had regarded as reve- 
lations from on high, and ponder upon the probability 
of their fulfilment. For all things were already pre- 
paring the way for their perfect accomplishment ; al- 
ready all men bowed the knee before him, and amongst 
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the strangdrs who came and made obeisance,— what if 
his brethren came also ? Thus it was, that as thej ap- 
peared before him, petitioners for food from his trea- 
sure houses, he knew and loved them, while they re- 
garded him as a stranger. 

Kow, in the very same relation in which, at thii 
de^ly interesting conjuncture, stood Joseph and his 
brethi^n, stand at this moment the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the majority of the children of men. Even the 
heathen, acknowledging a superior power, look up- 
wards, craving relief, hoping to And compassion, and 
darkly searching for what may propitiate the Unknown. 
They know not the taste of the bread of life, but for 
want of it suffer hunger, and cry out ; they have 
no acquaintance with a father's love, but seek for 
one who may feed them. They suspect not that they 
have a friend in heaven, who knows them, thaugh they 
know not Him, whose regard for them is that of one 
who acknowledges them as His kindred. Deplorable it 
is that any, albeit through ignorance, should beestranged 
from that Saviour, who is to all mankind, of whatsoever 
race, bone of their bone, flesh of their flesh ; but it is more 
deplorable, that, amongst such as are called Christians, 
multitudes are still unable to believe in the loving- 
kindness of Qod in Christ. When they pray, they 
offer up their prayer with no better hope of acceptance, 
than if Jesus had never been revealed. To their hearts 
in truth. He is not revealed. Their God is a God afar 
off, and all but inaccessible. They cannot bring them- 
selves to any consolatory assurance, that He on whom 
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they call is indeed one whose heart can beat in unison 
with their own, whose trials hare been greater than 
theirs, who can feel for them a brother's sympathy. 
Tet, though they know Him not, Heknoweth them ; He 
acknowledges the sacred tie which has bound them in 
one ; their cries, the cries of brethren, enter into His 
ears ; He does for them more than they desire or de- 
serve ; He gives them present encouragement, and pre- 
pares the way for a more perfect revelation of Hin^ 
self, and for a communion of soul with soul. 
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And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them 
and said unto them, Ye are spies : to see the nakedness of 
the land ye are come. And they said unto him, Nay, my 
lord, but to buy food are thy servants come. We are all 
one man*s sons ; we are true menj thy servants are no spies, 
And he said unto them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of 
the land ye are come. And they said, Thy servants are 
twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan ; 
and, behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and 
one is not. And Joseph said unto them. That is it that I 
spake unto you, saying, Ye are spies : Hereby ye shall be 
proved ; By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, 
except your youngest brother comd hither. Send one of 
you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in 
prison, that your words may be proved, whether there he any 
truth in you : or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are 
spies. And he put them all together into ward three days. 
And Joseph said unto them the third day. This do, and 
live \far I fear God : If ye be true men, let one of your 
brethren be bound in. the house of your prison : go ye, carry 
com for the famine of your houses : But bring your young- 
est brother unto me ; so shall your words be verified, and ye 
shall not die. And they did so. And they said one to ano- 
ther. We are verily guilty concerning our brother, in that 
we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought us, and we 
would not hear ; therefore is this distress come upon us* 
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And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I not unto you, 
Baying, Do not sin against the child ; and ye would not 
hear ? therefore, behold, also his blood is required, ^.^d 
they knew not that Joseph understood them ; for he spi^ke 
unto them by an interpreter. And he turned himself f^bout 
from them and wept ; and returned to them again, and 90m* 
muned with them, and took from them Simeon, and byund 
him before their eyes."— -Genesis xlii. 9—24. 

• 

Although Joseph recognised his brethren, he afllieted 
to treat them as strangers, and even as snspfoted 
enemies. " Whence come ye f " he asked, as if he 
would imply, ye are not Egyptians, but alien! ; y© 
belong not to this kingdom ; ye observe not its lawf and 
customs, neither have ye any title to its privileges* 
Kay, ye are spies, conspiring to injure Pharaoh and 
his people. '^ We are all one man's sons," they plead 
in reply ; '^ we are not associated for an evil purpose ; 
the bond that unites us is the sacred bond of brother, 
hood ; we are suffering from famine, and we have 
heard that there is com in Egypt." But tb«y plead 
not only their innocence, and their poverty, All un- 
conscious of the import of their words, they prove their 
relationship to Joseph himself. Their parentagev 
humble though it be, is none other than hid own ; they 
are of the very flesh and blood of him before whom 
they appear as supplicants. ^^ We are twelve men," 
say they; ^^one is with our father, aQ4 one is not.'' 
Here, — though they dare not confesi their former 
crime,— they prove their remembrance of that brother, 
whom, after twenty years of separation^ they supposed 
to be lost to them for even 
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Deeply as Joseph must have been affected, be yet 
assumed a harsh demeanonr towards them : be pat 
them all in ward for three days. Yet in this there was 
no real tinkindness. For rather it was love in dis- 
guise which compelled him — though probably not 
without an immediate suggestion from (m high — to 
repay tbem in kind for tbeir former wrongs against 
himself, that he might, by this means^ bring their sin 
more vividly to their remembrance, and deepen their 
repentance, thus preparing the way for that full re- 
conciliation, which alone could satisfy his heart's affec- 
tion, or qualify them for the favours he longed to be- 
stow. 

In all this Joseph manifestly appears as the type of 
our Blessed Saviour* Jesus, when besought by the wo- 
man of Canaan, seemed unwilling to give her of the 
children's bread ; but spoke of her as an alien, who had 
no right to share in the privileges of the kingdom, yet 
all the while regarding her as one whose nature He 
himself wore, whose sorrows He rejoiced to relieve, 
whom He desired hereafter to acknowledge as a sister^ 
and to bless in His future glory, far above all that she 
either desired or deserved. 

The loving severity of Joseph was not unsuccessful. 
His brethren, cast into prison, must have been op- 
pressed with doubt and trouble, if not overwhelmed with 
despondency. Nine were to be kept in ward, and the 
tenth liberated only on the sternly imposed condition, 
that he delivered Benjamin also into the power of the 
suspicious and unpitying ruler of Egypt. After three 
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days' imprisonment (the requital of a day for a year^ 
the sentence \vas mitigated, but not remitted ; and 
Simeon was bound before tlieir eyes, and retained as a 
hostage. Fearing, lest in the event all the eleven 
should thus be brought into bondage, and their aged 
father be left alone to perish — for why, but to enslave 
him, should Joseph demand Benjamin ? — the brethren 
gave way to despair. They had hardened their hearts 
against Joseph, when they saw the anguish of his soul • 
and now their sin finds them out, — the unmerciful find 
no mercy. A life-long bondage in Egypt threatens to 
be their fate also ; a more than double sorrow will 
overtake Jacob their father ; the innocent Benjamin 
must suffer with the guilty ; God's vengeance for past 
transgression must fall on the head even of the brother 
who was then unborn. Their consciences are at 
length awakened ; they stand condemned in their own 
sight, and acknowledge that it was but just that God 
should require their brother's blood at their hands. 

Even as the ten brethren in their distress sought to 
purchase corn of Joseph, in ignorance alike of the deep 
wrongs they had inflicted on him to whom they ap- 
pealed, and of his loving-kindness and compassion, do 
thechildrenof men, oft-times, call on God in their tron- 
ble, hoping for relief from one whom they know to bo 
able to afford it, while yet unconvinced of the heinous- 
ness of their sins against Him, and of the impossibility 
of their obtaining His favour, unless through their re- 
pentance, and His pardoning mercy. As Joseph refused 
to hearken to the pleadings of bis brethren, so does the 
Lord refose to answer the petitions of men ; their souls 
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experience no relief, nntil they have first learned the 
lesson, <^ The Lord's hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save ; neither His ear heavy, that it cannot 
hear ; but your iniquities have separated between you 
and your God ; and your sins have hid His face from 
you, that He will not^hear.'' (Isa: zjx, 1-^2.) In 
seeming severity, the Holy Spirit works in their hearts, 
not to comfort and console, but to rebu^ ; to make them 
feel the Egyptian bondage of sin ; and to remember the 
former days, when God entreated them, and they 
would not hear ; but set at nought, and in heart cruci- 
fied, the Lord of Glory. 
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^ Hereby ye shall be proved : By the life of Pharaoh ye shall 
not go forth hence, except your youngest brother come 
hither. Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother^ 
and ye shall be kept in prison, that your words may be 
proved, whether tJiere he any truth in you : or else by the 
life of Pharaoh surely ye are spies. And he put them all 
together into ward three days. And Joseph said unto them 
the third day, This do, and live ; far 1 fear God, If ye he 
true men, let one of your brethren be bound in the house 
of your prison : go ye, carry com for the famine of your 
houses : But bring your youngest brother unto me ; so 
shall your words be verified, and ye shall not die. And 
they did so." — Genesis xlii, 15 — ^20; 

"No reason is assigned in the sacred narrative for Jo- 
seph's longing to see his younger brother, and for hia 
even insisting upon his being produced, as the condi- 
tions on which alone he would admit the ten elder bro- 
thers to his presence. Why could he not have been 
content that the lad should remain in Canaan with the 
aged father, whom Joseph regarded with the deepest 
affection, to whose happiness he could not be indiffer- 
ent, and who could ill-endnre to be deprived of this 
last solace of his age ; why not wait until the day had 
arrived, when both could together be summoned into 
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Egypt ? We can hardly account for his conduct on 
any ordinary principles ; and may therefore not un- 
reasonably suppose that in this, as in other instances, 
he was acting, although unconsciously, under, an im- 
pulse from heaven. Whatever his motives, the gene- 
ral truth is clear, that in fact, until the last and dear- 
est, the most valued, the unoffending brother, who had 
not " betrayed the innocent blood," was yielded up at 
his demand, he refused all further intercourse with any 
of them ; but, immediately that he saw Benjamin, gave 
orders for a liberal entertainment, commanding that 
they should be feasted in his own presence, and sup. 
plied from his own table. And the spiritual signifi- 
cance of this fact will clearly appear to all who have 
hitherto recognized in Joseph a type of the Saviour. 
In " the Man, the Lord of the country," ruler over all 
Egypt, bestowing corn on the children of Israel, they 
see foreshadowed that Son of Man, who hath all 
power given unto Him in heaven, and in earth, who 
rules over the kingdom of grace, and bestows its wealth 
on whom He will, without money, and without price. 
Bntonwhom willeth He to bestow this gift? On them, 
and on them only who acknowledge their transgres- 
sions, and whose sin is before them ; who are brought 
to feel their entire dependence on Him ; who know 
that without His aid, they must remain in poverty and 
wretchedness ; who have felt the famine in their souls^ 
and who look to Him for the bread of life ; who yield 
to His every demand, surrendering that which is dear* 
^«<, denying themselves even in that which is innocent, 
and is the object of the most sacred affection, submit- 
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ting to become His bondmen, to devote themselves up 
to His service. Thnsdoth Ohrist require of ns Benjamin 
also. He crieth, saying, ^^ he that loveth father or mo- 
ther more than me, is not worthy of me ; and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me, is not worthy 
of me/ That spiritnal food, which all the wealth of 
the world could not buy, is freely given to those who 
render up to Him themselves^ who give Him their 
hearts. 
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'J Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with corn, and to 
restore every man*s money into his sack, and to give them 
provision for their way : and thus did he unto them. And 
they laded their asses with the com, and departed thence. 
And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass proven- 
der in the inn, he espied his money ; for, hehold, it was in 
his sack's mouth. And he said unto his brethren, My mo- 
ney is restored ; and lo, it is even in my sack ; and their 
heart failed them, and they were afraid, saying one to ano- 
ther, What is this that God hath done unto us ?*/ — Gene- 
sis XLii, 25-^28. 

The money was restored to thQmprivately^ because it 
was Joseph's desire, while relieving their wants, still to 
leave them in ignorance of the person and character o 
their benefactor, and of the source — which was in truth 
no less than brotherly affection, whence his peculiar li- 
berality and kindness to them arose. He doubtless cal- 
culated on their return. He conjectured — ^if in- 
deed he had no prophetic intimation of this, as 
is far from impossible — that the famine would 
prevail very widely, and would continue to be 
grievous ' in all the neighbouring countries, until the 
predicted period of the Egyptian famine had expired. 
It was certain that in Upper Egypt, and Abyssinia, — 
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over all those mountain regions which condense from 
the clouds of heaven the waters that irrigate and 
fertilize the Delta — and, therefore, also on the borders 
of those mountain regions— the fall of rain would for 
years together be far less than ordinary, and that a 
dearth must necessarily be experienced. He foresaw, 
too, that his brothers could scarcely have wherewithal 
to purchase food, when their present supplies were ex- 
hausted, if he retained their money ; at all events, that 
their funds would fail, (even if on their next visit to 
Egypt, they could bring double money in their 
hands) before that distant day, when the windows of 
heaven would again be opened, and they could " sow 
and reap, and eat the fruits thereof," in the land of 
Canaan. But the possession of the means of purchas- 
ing corn, when Canaan produced none, would bring 
them again before his presence^ as supplicants for his 
bounty. 

But with whatever motives or intentions Joseph gave 
away the corn of Pharaoh to his brethren, his conduct 
was divinely overruled, in order that he might become 
a more perfect type of the Saviour, in His dealings 
with men— of Him, who giveth freely, out of bro- 
therly love, even to those who as yet have barely any 
knowledge of His name. The Hebrew viceroy in 
Egypt returning to nine poor men their money In their 
sacks, exhibited in parable that glorious doctrine of jus- 
tification BY FREE GRACE, Unmerited by human works, 
to be developed by an apostle two thousand years af- 
terwards, which forms the unassailable stronghold of 
humble faith, being at once the life and strength of the 
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Church of Christ, and of every true believer in the 
Saviour^s name. Joseph enacted that which Isaiah af- 
terwards predicted, where he represented the Lord as 
proclaiming that gracious invitation, *' Ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath 
no money : yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
money, and without price." Joseph " gave to hig 
brethren liberally, and upbraided not ;'^ he exemplified 
the Lord's promise, ^^ ask, and ye shall receive^' ; he 
traced out, in shadows, the Scriptural truth, '^ the grace 
of God, and the gift by grace which is by one man, 
Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many," 
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^ And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land of Ca- 
naan, and told him all that befel nnto them ; saying^ The 
man, who ia the lord of the land, spake roughly unto us, and 
took us for spies of the country. And we said unto him : 
We are true men ; we are no spies : We he twelve breth^ 
ren, sons of our father ; one ie not, and the youngest U this 
day witn our father in the land of Canaan? And the man,*" 
the lord of the country, said unto us. Hereby shall I know 
that ye are true men ; leave one of your brethren here with 
me, and take food f4r the famine of your households, and 
be gone : And bring your youngest brother unto me ; then 
shall I know that ye are no spies, but that ye are true men ; 
90 will I deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffick in the 
land. And' it came to pass as they emptied their sacks,' 
that, behold, every man's bundle of money foae in his sack : 
and when doth they and their father saw the bundles of mo- 
ney, they were afraid. And Jacob their father said unto 
them,^ Me have ye bereaved of my children ; Joseph ie not, 
and Simeon m not, and ye will take Benjamin avay -, all 
these things are against me. And Reuben spake unto his 
father, saying. Slay my two sons, if I bring him not to thee ; 
deliver him into my hand, and I wiU bring him to thee 
again." And he said. My son shall not go down with you ; 
for his brother is dead, and he is left alone ; if mischief be- 
fall him by the way in which ye go,' then shall ye bring 
down my gray hurs with sorrow to the grave."— Genesis 
XLii, 29-- 38. 
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** And the famine was sore in the land. And it came to pass, 
when they had eaten up the coim which they had brought 
out of Egypt, their father said unto them, Go again, buy 
us a little food. And Judah spake unto him saying, The 
man did solemnly protest unto us, saying. Ye shall not see 
my face, except your brother he with you. If thou wilt 
send our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee 
food : But if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down : 
for the man said unto us, Ye shall not see my face, except 
your brother he with you. And Israel said, Wherefore dealt 
ye 80 ill with me, m to tell the man whether ye had yet 
a brother ? And they said, The man asked us straitly of 
our state, and of our kindred, saying. Is your father yet 
alive ? have ye another brother ? and we told him according 
to the tenor of these words : could we certainly know that 
he would say, bring your brother down ? And Judah said 
unto Israel his father, send the lad with me, and we wil^ 
arise and go ; that we may live, and not die, both we, and 
thou, and also our little ornss. I will be surety for him ; of 
my hand shalt thou require him : if I bring him not unto 
thee, and set him before thee, then let me bear the blame 
for ever : For except we had lingered, surely now we had 
returned this second time. And their father Israel said unto 
them, if it must he so now, do this ; take of the best fruits 
in the land in your vessels, and carry down the man a pre- 
sent, a little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, 
nuts, and almonds. And take double money in your hand ; 
and the money that was brought again in the mouth of your 
sacks, carry it again in your hand ; peradventure it tcae an 
oversight. Take also your brother, and arise ; go again unto 
the man : And God Almighty give you mercy before the 
man, that he may send away your other brother, and Benja- 
min. If 1 be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved. — 
Genesis xliii, 1—14. 

J 
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With much relactance, and after a bitter straggle, 
the father parted with his dearest child. Judah was 
confident that the separation would not be for ever : 
he wa8 willing to be surety for Benjamin. But in the 
mind of Jacob hope and fear contended. Simeon had 
been retained in bondage; and would Benjamin be 
restored? Trae, the father and the younger brother 
had been enquired after with seeming kindness, sin* 
gular and unaccountable ; and, besides this, the money 
had been restored ; but, ^ peradventure, it was 
an over-sight." One thing Jacob knew assuredly, — 
" If I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved." 
He consented not to the separation, until it appeared 
to be inevitable — until the famine pressed them with 
intolerable severity — until so much time had been lost, 
that ^^ except they bad lingered, they might have 
returned the second time." How truly does all this 
set forth the experience of a soul that is learning de- 
pendence on Christ, and submission to all the require- 
ments of His service. Even they who have truly 
^ tasted that the Lord is gracious," doubt whether 
it would really make them happier, to give up all that 
He may require them to surrender. They see not why 
they should be ^ asked strictly of their state and of 
their kindred ;" why an account should be demanded 
of all that they are, and all that they have ; why no 
reservation should be permitted, even of that which 
is most lawful and innocent, beloved and sacred ; and 
their reluctance is overcome only in proportion as they 
slowly learn that true peace is not otherwise attaina- 
ble ; that a famine must be felt in the soul until aU 
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the heart is given to Ood. And often they lose much 
by this reluctance. Had they sooner offered up the 
needful sacrifice, they would the sooner have receiyed 
supplies of grace a second time. Yet the Divine pa- 
tience and long-suffering are not exhausted; when 
they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, He delivereth 
them out of their distress. Seeing that nothing is kept 
back from Him, but that with the rest is brought Ben- 
jamin also, He receives them more graciously than be- 
fore, and feasts them with the good things of His 
kingdom. 
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** And the meu took that present, and they took doable money in 
their hand, and Benjamin ; and rose up, and went down to 
Egypt, and stood before Joseph. And when Joseph saw 
Benjamin with them, he said to the ruler of his house, bring 
these men home, and slay, and make ready ; for these men 
shall dine with me at noon. And the man did as Joseph 
bade ; and the man brought the men into Joseph's house. 
And the men were afraid, because they were brought into 
Joseph's house ; and they said, because of the money that 
was returned in our sacks at the first time are we brought 
in, that he may seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, 
and take us for bondmen, and our asses. And they came 
near to the steward of Joseph's house, and they communed 
with him at the door of the house. And said, O sir, we 
came indeed down at the first time to buy food : And it 
came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we opened our 
sacks, and, behold, every man's money teas in the mouth of 
his sack, our money in flill weight : and we have brought it 
again in our hand. And other money have we brought 
down in our hands to buy food : we cannot tell who put our 
money in our sacks. And he said, Peace he to you, fear 
not : your God, and the God of your father, hath given you 
treasure in your sacks : I had your money. And he brought 
Simeon out unto them." — Genesis xliii, 15 — 28. 

Until the brothers returned to Egypt^ bringing with 
them Benjamin, Simeon remained in captivity. AI- 
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thongli, after the departure of the rest, leaving Simeon 
bound, nothing could be gained by his detention in 
prison — since, had he been immediately liberated, they 
would not have been aware of that indulgence, — ^yet 
Joseph, whether because he thought it not right to 
exact a less penalty than he had threatened, or whether 
for any other reason, did not, we find, suffer Simeon to 
be at liberty. 

This circumstance, like so many others, is significant 
of things spiritual. It teaches us that, in the service of 
our Lord, there can be no perfect freedom until there 
is an entire surrender. We may have gained a cer- 
tain amount of liberty, — typified by the permission 
given to the nine brothers, after they had been in ward 
for three days, to return to Egypt, — but it is impossi- 
ble that we should not, in some measure, feel the Egyp- 
tian bondage of sin, typified by Simeon's captivity, un- 
less and until all has been given up, which our Lord and 
Master may require at our hands. In this seems to be 
represented the experience of many a beginner in the 
ways of God. He is wavering, irresolute, ; there is 
something dear to him which he is reluctant to part 
with ; he has not fully counted the cost ; he is half-in- 
clined to keep back part of the price ; at a command 

such as, ^^ Sell dU that thou hast, and give to the poor, 
and come, follow me," he is half-ready to turn sorrow- 
fully away. As long as it is thus with him, he will 
surely find that he is not set whoUy free from the power 
of those temptations by which he was mastered and en- 
slaved before. If he may be said to have escaped from 
Egypt, and to be ready to serve God, still he has not 
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yet entered into the promised rest : he is still detained 
in the wilderness, for he has still a hankering after the 
fleshpots* 

The nine brethren returned with Benjamin, because 
they were convinced that they could obtain no favour 
whatever, unless they did as they were required ; the 
lord of the country had declared that they should see 
his face no more, and Simeon must remain in bondage, 
and they must all perish of hunger. Thus is the heart 
of man at length persuaded to give itself to God. Un- 
til there is a full surrender, communion with Christ is 
interrupted, and the smile of His countenance is unseen ; 
and the Evil one is not wholly shaken off, but clings to 
the struggling soul, and that spiritual food is still with- 
held, without which we have no life in us. 
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^ Aid the man brought the men into Joseph's house, and gave 
^m water, and they washed their feet : and he gave their 
asses provender. And they made ready the present against 
Joseph came at noon : for they heard that they should eat 
bread there. And when Joseph came home, they brought 
him the present which was in their hand into the house, and 
bowed themselres to him to the earth. And he asked them 
of their welfare, and said. Is your father well, the old man 
of whom ye spake ? la he yet alive ? — Genesis xliii, 24 — 27. 

We have seiBii that Jacob, when reluctantly consent- 
ing to part with Benjamin, desired his sons to take 
with them, as presents for Joseph, the best fruits in the 
land. These consisted of ^' spices, and balm, and 
myrrh," — ^articles which were not produced in Egypt 
itself, since they constituted the merchandize which the 
Midianite», or I&hmeelites, to whom Joseph was sold, 
were bearing thither from Gilead — with the less rare 
and costly gifts of a little honey, and a few nuts and 
almonds. 

It was not stipposed that the mighty ruler of Egypt 
could be in want of these things ; but they were to be 
oflfered to him a& well-understood tokens of respect, in 
acknowledgment of his high dignity, and in the hope 
of thus obtaining a more fayourable reception. The 
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men did as their father directed, and when ushered into 
Joseph's presence, laid their offering at his feet, and 
prostrated themselves before him. And their presents, 
it is evident from what follows, Joseph accepted. 

In all this there was nothing nnnsnal. The ancient 
custom of giving presents on such occasion has pre- 
vailed in all Eastern countries to this day : and we find 
numerous traces of it in all periods of Scripture his- 
tory. The offering of the Magi, who presented to the 
infant Jesus ' gold, and frankincense, and myrrh," was 
a reverential acknowledgment of his sovereignty, who 
was " bom King of the Jews." So, when Saul had 
been anointed King by Samuel, in obedience to the 
Divine command, and bad been accepted by the ma- 
jority of the people as their king, some, who were disaf- 
fected, we read, " brought him no presents.*' Not only 
the earthly monarch looked for them, but God Him- 
self, as supreme King, had commanded His people to 
render to Him similar tokens of homage. Thrice in 
the year all that were grown to manhood were com- 
manded to assemble, to celebrate the feasts appointed ; 
and it was added, ^^ None shall appear before me 
empty," — every man was to give his present. So Diivid 
invited men to worship God in His sanctuary. " Give 
unto the Lord the honour due unto His Name, bring an 
offering and come into His courts." Thus, under the 
Mosaic dispensation, an ancient and natural custom 
became a part of the prescribed worship of the Al- 
mighty God. As the Tabernacle, and the Temple, 
which was afterwards framed on the same model, were 
fashioned after the pattern of things in the heavens. 
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and their several parts were symbolical of things spi- 
ritual, so these offerings, in common with many other 
things pertaining to Divine Service, had a certain ty- 
pical meaning. And when, long before the establish- 
ment of the Mosaic economy, the brethren laid before 
Joseph their humble present of the fruits of Ganaan, 
the same type was exhibited, though it was not then 
understood. He who had refused to receive their 
money, but freely gave them all the com they re- 
quired, and Ubcarally ent^liained them at his own ta- 
ble, did not disdain to accept a present at their hands. 
Had they offered their spices, and balm, and myrrh 
in exchange for com^ their offering would have been 
rejected as valueless ; but when humbly submitted as 
a gift, it was not refused* 

Even so does God require of us, when we come into 
His royal courts ; whenever, either in public or private, 
we approach the throne of His heavenly grace, that 
while " nothing in our hand we bring," wherewith to 
purchase the bread of life ; while we confess that the 
gifts of God are not to be bought with money, nor with 
any offering which it is in man's power to render, we 
should still offer and present unto Him ourselves, all 
that we are, and all that we have, as His by a sacred 
right. From one on whom the blood of atonement has 
been sprinkled, God will condescend to receive a free- 
will offering ; He will accept, well pleased, those hum- 
ble serviceSf which can add nothing to His infinite self- 
sufficiency, nor atone for the least of our transgres- 
sions ; but which, as being the best that it is in our 
power to render. His mercy will convert into " trea- 
sure in heaven.'' k 
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" And tliey set on for him by himself, and for them by them- 
selves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by 
themselves : because the Egyptians might not eat bread 
with the Hebrews ; for that is an abomination unto the 
Egyptians." — Gensis xliii, 82. 

Although Joseph entertained his brethren liberally, 
and they were permitted to feast in his presence and 
company — though " they drank and were merry with 
him," yet was be seated apart. This was not merely 
on account of his superior rank — as rank is estimated 
in Western Europe at the present day, — ^but in com- 
pliance with a custom which had the force of law, and 
the sanction of religion, and which Joseph could not 
have violated without giving deep offence, and losing 
much of the veneration of the people ; for in ancient 
Egypt the distinctions of caste were as decided as in 
modern India, and to disregard them would have 
broughtonhim,itis probable, an irretrievable degrada- 
tion. The very last person who could venture to pass 
the lines of demarcation which in Egypt parted man 
from his fellow-man, would unquestionably be the fo- 
reigner who, introduced into the country as a bond- 
slave, had risen, by the favour of the monarch, to the 
highest eminence. His Hebrew origin must have been 
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universally known in Egypt, and though, by the will of 
Pharaoh, he was naturalized, and married into a family 
of the highest sacerdotal rank, he could not lay aside 
any portion of his recently acquired dignities, without 
wounding strong prejudices, and suggesting the idea 
that he was not altogether worthy of the distinguished 
honours he had received. If, as has been sometimes 
supposed, the repugnance of the Egyptians to eating 
with the Hebrews, arose from their regarding the He- 
brews as Shepherds^ — as belonging to that hated race, 
which for several centuries held a large portion of 
Egypt in subjection, and had caused the very name of 
Shepherd to be, long afterwards, an abomination to an 
Egyptian ear, this would constitute an additional rea- 
son why Joseph should scrupulously avoid all undue 
familiarity with his Hebrew guests, for this might lead 
to his being himself regarded as another Shepherd 
King. Bat in fact, it was not from the land of Canaan 
that the nomade hordes made their descent on Egypt ; 
and it is observable that the brethren of Joseph had 
never acknowledged themselves to be Shepherds ; and 
that their presents offered to him on their second visit, 
consisting'of balm, honey, myrrh, spices, nuts, and aU 
monds, were all such as might have been at the com- 
mand of a people exclusively agricultural. Without 
however, admitting this supposition, we see amply 
sufficient cause for such reserve and distance as were 
maintained by Joseph on this occasion. 

Yet was there another, and a far higher cause, where- 
fore these things were done, this distinction observed. 
Even as holy men of old, when in vision they divinely 
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foresaw the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that 
should follow, ^^ ^pdk^ as they were moved of the Holy 
Ghost," not being left to their own impulses, but di- 
vinely guided in each utterance of their lips, so did Jo- 
seph, in this outward acty unconsciously execute the 
design of Ood, while be appeared to be simply com- 
plying with the customs of the land of his adoption* 
This we may well believe, because we may perceive 
clearly, that in acting thus, Joseph again prefigured 
our Lord. For not in this world is it given to men to 
taste of the fulness of the joy of communion with a 
glorified Saviour. Believers are indeed admitted into 
His awful preswce, and in His company they may re- 
joice with trembling. But not yet are they invited to 
sit down at the marriage supper of the Lamb ; not yet 
is the unspeakably wonderful, the inconceivable pro- 
mise fulfilled to them, ^^ Unto him that overcometh 
will I give to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in His 
throne." Jesus feasts with his brethren; but as yet 
they are seated a^art. 
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** And they sat before bim, tbe first-bom according to bis birtb- 
rigbt, and tbe youngest according to bis youtb : and tbe 
men marvelled one at anotber. And be took and 9ent 
messes unto tbem from before bim : but Benjamin's mess 
was five times so mucb as any of tbeirs. And tbey drank, 
and were merry witb bim/' — Genesis xliii, 83 — 34. 

It does not appeair that Joseph commanded the 
steward of his household, or any other of his servants, 
to ascertain the respective ages of the men for whom 
the entertainment had been prepared, but that he 
himself assigned to each his proper seat. At the cor- 
rectness with which this was done, the men marvelled. 
Who was this, who seemed to know them so well, and 
who treated them with snch singular favour ? and why 
was Benjamin's mess five times so much as any of 
theirs ? How came this Egyptian ruler to know which 
of them had the birth-right ; and why, recognising it 
by the precedence given to Beuben, did he pay such 
distinguished honour to tiie youngest of all ? 

We can easily account for all this on ordinary prin> 
ciples. Joseph knew his brothers, and intended to give 
them a faint intimation that he did so, which should 
prepare them for the coming disclosure. And he had 
a deep and peculiar afiection for Benjamin, still in the 
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tenderness of bis youth, and innocent of the blood of 
him of whom the rest had been the betrayers and, in 
heart, the marderere, — Benjamin, his aged and 
widowed father's dearest son, — his own mother BachePs 
child, — the Benoni in giving birth to whom she had 
expired, — and in whom, strange fulfilment of strange 
prophecy I she herself bad made obeisance to her 
son. But we should also account for these things as 
far other than ordinary principles. For they fore- 
shadow, very significantly, the dealings of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with the children of men. 

Whence, let us ask ourselves, was Joseph's know- 
ledge of bis brethren ? Even from the same source as 
bis love for them. He was in truth himself one of the 
Children of Israel ; an inhabitant of the same land, a 
partaker of the same labours, an inmate of the same 
bouse, a member of the same family. Even so onr 
Lord Jesus Christ '' knoweth whereof we are made,'* 
and can ^' have compassion on our infirmities," can 
*' know our works," and "search our hearts and reins,'' 
and in perfect wisdom deal out to each bis proper por- 
tion, and assign to each bis due place, not only as being 
our Omnipotent Creator, but as partaker of our flesb 
and blood. Wben sinners approach Him, He is often 
pleased to hold with them a more intimate communion 
^ban they themselves suspect. He not only regards 
each and every one with rich and unmerited favour, 
but with unerring wisdom bestows on each that which 
is right, whether in the world of nature, or the world 
of grace. In presiding over his household the Church 
as Joseph at the feast prepared for his brethren, He 
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not only exercises fall authority, but authority guided 
by perfect knowledge. In our present state, in which 
we see all things darkly, our conviction that He, to 
whom '^ all power is given in heaven and in earth," 
does thus justly and infallibly govern the world and the 
Church, and hath " the whole disposal of the lot" of 
every man, at every moment, both in the Church and in 
the world, must be in part a matter of faith ; but if in 
a future state it should be given to us to '' consider all 
the way that the Lord our God," even the Lord Jeho- 
vah, our Jesus, " hath led us all three years in the 
wilderness," we then shall discover, and marvel as we 
discover it, that the Lord had allotted to each one of 
us his place and portion in this life, justly and lovingly, 
wisely and well. 

And though all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God, yet is it true that there are some amongst 
us who are, as Benjamin, innocent, comparatively at 
least, of a brother's betrayal. They have never set at 
nought and sold their Lord, as the rest have done : 
they have not crucified Christ afresh by wilful sin ; 
they have still the innocence and tenderness of chris- 
tian childhood, and have never known 'Hhe depths of 
Satan ;" and " Jesus beholding them loves them" — 
(Mark x, 21) and a larger portion of His Spirit is be- 
stowed on them ; and at the heavenly feast, these are 
the most signally honored, these last are first, and the 
first last. 
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'V And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, Fill the 
men's sacks with food, as much as they can cany, and put 
every man*s money in his sack*s mouth. And put my cup, 
the silver cup, in the sack's mouth of the youngest, and his 
com money. And he did according to the word that Jo- 
seph had spoken. As Soon as the morning was light, the 
men were sent away, they and their asses. And when they 
were gone out of the city, arid not yet far off, Joseph ssad 
unto his steward, Up, follow after the men ; and wh^ thou 
dost overtake them, say unto them. Wherefore have ye re*' 
warded evil for good ? Is not this it in which my Lord 
drinketh, and whereby indeed he divineth ? ye have done 
evil in so doing. And he overtook them, nnd he spake unto 
them these same words. And they said unto him, Where- 
fore saith my lord these words ? God forbid that thy ser- 
vants should do according to this thing : Behold, the mo- 
ney, which we found in our sacks' mouths, wc brought again 
unto thee out of tbe land of Canaan : how then should we 
steal out of thy lord's house silver or gold ? With whom- 
soever of thy servants it be found, both let him die, and we 
also will be my lord's bondmen; And he said. Now also 
let it he according unto your words : he with whom it is 
found shall be my servant ; and ye shall be blameless. 
Then they speedily took down every man his sack to the 
ground, and opened every man his sack.' And he searched, 
and began at the eldest, and left at the youngest : and the 
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cup was found in Bezgamin's sack? Then they rent their 
clothes, and laded every man his ass, and returned to the 
city. And Judah and his hrethren came to Joseph's house ; 
for he was yet there : and they fell before him on the 
ground. And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this 
that ye have doife ? wot ye not that such a man as I can 
certainly diyine ? And Judah said, What shall we say unto 
my lord ? what sl^all we speak ? or how shall we clear our- 
selves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants : 
behold we are my lord's servants, both we and he also t^th 
whom the cup is found.*' — Genesis xliy, 1 — ^16. 

It seems evident t}iat the purpose of Joseph in direct- 
ing that his silver drinking cnp should be secretly de- 
posited in the sack of Benjamin, was not merely to 
recall his brethren to his presence, bnt to bring them 
to a more entire subjection to him than before. It is 
at least certain that the result of the discovery of the 
cap in their possession would be more or less directly 
to criminate all of them, and that they would find it im- 
possible to prove their innocence. Their appeal must 
necessarily be to his compassion rather than his jus- 
tice ; they must appease him rather by humilia- 
tidn of themselves, than by protestations of innocence? 
And to this point it seems Joseph desired to bring 
them. They had already made obeisance, paying to 
him, as is probable, such homage as the Egyptians 
themselves were accustomed to pay to the representa- 
tive of Pharaoh, and they had been moreover placed 
under great obligations to him, by his bountiful gifts 
of corn for the famine of their houses : but they had 
not yet been brought to feel that their lives and liber- 
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tieB depended on bis eomp^ioD^ tlor been reduced to 
(^^e^, We ar« tny toifd's servaiits* After tbe fashion 
of othei" ap|]rlicati(fl^, fhey had '^ boWed themselves be- 
fore hiih, with their faces to the earth ; they had bowed 
their hdadd and tnade obeisance,'^ in token of venera- 
^on ; btit how they prostrate themselyed as supplicants, 
eeehing meroj/ from one whose wrath they have cause 

to fear. He had throoghoat dealt with them in a very 
singular manner, speaking roughly to them^ and yet 

loading them with benefits, entertaining them in his 
own house, then bringing them into the utmost trouble 
and distress. And all this, doubtless, with an intention 
of discovering himself to them, when the fit occasion 
arose. Yet is it so difficult to give a fully satisfactory 
account of his conduct, that we may well doubt whe- 
ther Joseph would have acted thus, had he not been 
guided by some special Divine impulse* But the 
Spirit of God never works capriciously, nor interferes 
in an extraordinary manner but for some good end. 
In this instance, Itis niysterious influence was proba- 
bly exerted in order to render Joseph the more perfect 
type of the Saviour of mankind. For certain it is, that 
l^efore there can be a distinct perception of the great- 
ness of God's mercy, and of the tenderness of the love 
of Christ for His brethren, there must be a deep work 
of grace in the heart ; consisting not solely in an ac- 
knowledgement that we have done wrong, and iti a 
sense of present evil and apprehension of future trou- 
ble. There is required of us likewise a clear recogni- 
tion of the Supreme rights of the Infinite Being in 
whose hands we are, an unreserved submission to the 
Divine will, a confession that we are not our own, a 
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foil surrender of ouraelTes« " WJi^t shall we say nnto 
our Lord ? How shall we clear ourselves ? Behold) 
we are thy servants." 

The previous confession of the men one to another, 
" We are verily guilty concerning our brother ; there- 
fore is this distress come upon us,'' and the reproach 
cast on the rest by Beuben, ^^ Spake I not unto you, 
saying, do not sin against the child, and ye would not 
hear ; therefore, behold, his blood is required," did in- 
deed move the heart of Joseph deeply, but it did not 
induce him to reveal himself ; on the contrary, '^ he 
took from them Sitneon, and bound him before their 
eyes.'' And thus when troubles come upon erring 
men, and they acknowledge that their sins have found 
them out, and their thoughts, as Eeuben, accuse one 
another, their secretly-loving and compassionate Lord 
often is as if He heard them not, but is still apparently 
gcvere, and makes them feel their bondage, though at 
the same time, mingling mercy with the needful chas- 
tisement. He gives them spiritual food without money, 
and without price, and all needful provision for the 
way. But when they are sufficiently humbled under 
the mighty hand of God ; when they are brought to feel 
that their case is indeed desperate ; that they have no 
escape nor defence, no resource, save in an appeal to 
the mere compassion of their Lord, and in a total siir. 
render of themselves to His service, then is Christ 
pleased to reveal Himself, as one fall of mercy and loving- 
kindness, not onlv as a pardoning God, but as a most 
tender friend and brother, who draws near unto all 
that call on Him, and enters into such intimate com- 
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mnnion with them, as proves Him to be indeed ^^ of 
one heart and one soul/' (see Acts ir, 32) with all that 
believe on His Kame. 
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** Then Judah came near unto him, and said, Oh, my lord, let thy 
servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my lord's ears, and let 
not thine anger bum against thy servant : for thou ctrt even 
as Pharaoh. My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a 
father, or a brother ? And we said unto my lord, We have 
a father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one ; 

. and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, 
and his father loveth him. And thou saidstunto thy ser- 

. vants. Bring him down unto me, that I may set mine eye 
upon himJ And we said unto my lord. The lad cannot leave 
his father : for ifhe should leave his father, hie father \fovld 
die. And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your 
youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see my face 
no more.' And it came to pass, when we came up unto thy 
servant my father, we told him the words of my lord. And 
our father said, Go again, and buy us a little food. And 
we said, We cannot go down : if our youngest brother be 
with us, then we will go down : for we may not see the 
man's face, except our younger brother he with us. And 
thy servant my father said unto us, Ye know that my wife 
bare me two aona: And the one went out from me, and! 
said, Surely he is torn in pieces ; and I saw him not since : 
And if ye take this also from me and mischief befall him, ye 
shall bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 
Now, therefore, when I come to thy servant my father, and 
the lad he not with us ; (seeing that his life is bound up in 
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the lad's life ;) It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the 
lad is not with tts, that he will die : and thy servants shall 
bring down the gray years of thy servant our father with 
sorrow to the grave. For thy servant became surety for the 
lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, 
then 1 shall bear the blame to my father for ever. Now, 
therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide instead of the 
lad a bond-man to my lord ; and let the lad go up with his 
brethren. For how shall I go up to tny fat^r, and tlie lad 
be not with me? lest peradventure I see the evil that 
shall come on my father.-^GENESis sxiT, IS-^-M. 

The unstudied eloquence of this addfeee of Judah to 
bis unknown brotlier has been oflen reeognised^ and 
must be felt by all Feaders: and we shall not fail to 
remark with admiration how singularly well calculated 
were his appeals to affect the heart of Joseph £ur more 
deeply than the supplicant couM imagine. We may 
observe this of almost every word he utters. ** Let not 
thine anger burn against thy servant ; for thou art 
even as Fharaoh." Judah knew that resistance pro- 
vokes^ and submission disarms, wrath; but he sus. 
pected not that he was exhibiting submission in the 
peculiar^ touching form of an elder brother's entreaties 
to a younger. He besought Joseph to have compas- 
sion upon an old nmn, who, if b^eaved of his youngest 
child, would die of grief : he little dreamed that in 
displaying his attachment to his father, he was appeal- 
ing to one whose affection for that very parent was far 
more tender and profound than his own. 

Even so, when we intercede with Jesus on behalf of 
those most dear and near to us, we addresa our petition 
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to one, whose love for them is greater than our owa ; 
who is " more ready to hear, than we to pray." 

Again, Judah nnsuspectingly made the most stringent 
of all possible appeals, when he offered himself as a boud- 
man to Joseph, in the placeof Benjamin. All he songht 
was, simply to propitiate Joseph by acknowledging the 
justice of the sentence ; and to purchase the liberation 
of Benjamin, for his father's sake, and for his promise 
sake. He had no farther designs, unless we admit as 
probable the conjecture that he faintly hoped to obtain 
a degree of favour for which he dared not ask, by 
giving this practical proof that he was not unworthy of 
the confidence which his father, though reluctantly, 
had reposed in him, in entrusting Benjamin to his 
care. But in truth, he was making an atonement for 
his former sins. He who had formerly hardened his 
heart against all emotions of pity, all filial and fra. 
ternal ties, and had basely agreed with the rest to sell 
Joseph into a life-long captivity, unmoved by the spec- 
tacle of his brother's anguish, and the certain prospect 
of his father's bitter sorrow ; who had added deceit to 
cruelty, joining with the rest in sending back the 
bloody coat, to cause their father to believe Joseph 
dead, — who had "gone in the way of Cain," the elder 
brother, who, impelled by a jealous hatred of one more 
beloved of heaven than himself, committed murder, 
and sought to conceal it, by saying " Am I my bro- 
ther's keeper," — Judah, thus deeply stained with sin 
against God and man, now strives to liberate Benja- 
min from captivity, by offering in his own per- 
son, to ransom him : he who had deceived his father 
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concerning one 8on, will now be faithfal to his pro* 
mise concerning the other, and cannot endure the 
thought of bringing on his aged parent further misery. 
Surely, while thus Judah pleaded for Benjamin, the 
remembrance of the cruel wrongs done to Joseph lay 
as a heavy burden on his secret soul ; more vividly 
than ever was his sin brought to his remembrance ; 
more bitter than ever before were his self-reproaches. 
All unconsciously betraying his remembrance of past 
guilt, he used the language of the returning Pro- 
digal, — ^^ I have sinned against heaven and before 
thee, I am unworthy of the name of brother, make 
me as one of thy servants." But Joseph read his 
heart. Well understood he the secret source of 
Judah's emotion, the painful remembrances which 
agitated his mind, and gave such intense earnestness 
and force to his artless prayer, to him his brother's words 
were words of confession and repentance ; he discerned 
the like repentance in the hearts of the rest ; and ac- 
cepted Judah's entreaty as an intercession for them 
also. And now the barrier raised by impenitence was 
removed, and pardoning love poured forth like a flood 
which could be restrained no longer. All these things 
were done, all were written in the Book of God, for 
OUT admonition, and for our encouragement, on whom 
the ends of the world are come, and to whom the Gospel 
has been made known, to encourage us to believe, 
though conscious of manifold offences against the Father 
and the Son, we yet may find favour, when with hearty 
repentance we turn to Him, who is " not ashamed to 
call us brethren." 
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** Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that 
stood by him ; and he cried, Cause every man to go out 
from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph 
made himself known unto his brethren." — Genesis xjlv, 1. 

It was most natural that Joseph should desire pri- 
vacy when he discovered himself to his brethren. We 
all, in our hours of deep emotion, whether of sorrow or 
of joy, are impatient of the society of persons who can 
neither sympathize with us, nor even comprehend our 
feelings ; we seek either solitude, or the presence of 
those whose hearts can respond to our own. And in 
Joseph's case privacy seemed almost necessary. For 
even though, unrestrained by the presence of Egyp- 
tian attendants, he '' gave forth his voice in weeping,** 
yet his brethren could with difficulty believe the 
amazing truth, and regard Joseph as a brother indeed. 
They were troubled before him : they could not answer 
him a word. But as the private interview proceeded, 
and developed more and more of the wonderful truth, 
by degrees they became re-assured ; affection tri- 
umphed over fear, and his brethren talked with him. 
At this most strangely sweet and solemn meeting, sa* 
ered to the re^union and reconciliation of those who did 
or suffered wrong, the intrusion of strangers would 

have been a profanation . 

u 
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Even 80, " the seobbt of thb Lobd is with tkem that 
fear Him, and Ho will show them His covenant" ' 
Proclaimed though the Gospel be throughout all 
the world by tens of thousand of tongues, — though the 
word of God, like its Author, be not far from everyone 
of us, — though the terms of the covenant are plain, 
and multitudes professto understand them, yet is there 
in this covenant e^ secret of the Zordy Isinoyvn not to 
the world, nor even to the many that are called, but 
to the few that are chosen, and to them alone. As 
little as the abandoned child of sin, bred in the midst 
of selfishness and strife, seeing the human face where 
it is least divine, and all unfamiliar with words and 
looks of kindness, can comprehend the joyful and con- 
fiding affection between loving children and loving 
parents in a christian hom«, can the unrenewed heart 
conceive of the communion, partly filial, partly frater- 
nal, which takes place in the inner chambers of the 
chastened soul between the Son of Man, and those 
chosen ones who are to Him as brother, and sister, and 
mother. To them already is the mysterious promise 
in part fulfilled, " Unto him that overcometh will I 
give to eat of the hidden manna ; and will give him a 
white stone, and in the stone a new nan^e written, 
which no man knoweth, saving him that receiveth it.' 

Like Joseph of whom He was antitype, our blessed 
Saviour, while on earth, took pleasure in private inter- 
course with those whom He bad chosen. Sometimes 
performing His mighty works in the sight of multi- 
tudes, and with a loud voice inviting men to hear th^ 
words of truth ; (John vii, 28, 3D) at others, He took 



THE BBOTflEi( BBVEiLED m 8S0BBT. 107 

His disciples apart : and even of their number be bad 
a cbosen three, before whom to raise the dead from 
their slumbers, or to displr.y the glories of His fatnre 
kingdom ; to explain the obscarity of prophecy, or to 
call on His heavenly Father for aid in the hoar of His 
agony. After He was risen, His disciples being 
gathered together, came Jesus, the doors being shuh 
to pronounce ^^ Peace be unto you,'Vand the day shall 
surely come, when '^ the master of the house shall 
rise, and shall shut to the door," against all but those 
who fear Him, and to whom He hath revealed His 
covenant. 
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^ And he wept aloiid : and the Egyptians and the honse of Pha« 
raoh heaid."--<GENBsl8 xlv, 2. 

It is not strange that when at length Joseph gave 
way to the emotions so long restrained, the voice of 
his weeping shonld have been so loud as to be over- 
heard, Snch wonld probably have been the case even 
had he not been a native of a region in which the 
ontbnrsts of passion are (as from ancient times they 
have been) pecnliarly vehement and clamoroas ; and 
the audience chamber in which Joseph stood was not) 
it is probable, constracted with a view to seclusion and 
privacy. Once already he had with difScnlty re- 
strained himself, hastening into his chamber to weep 
there ; bnt now all conventional or self-imposed re- 
straints are abandoned, his royal state is laid aside, and 
the Ruler is forgotten in the Man, pleading with those 
who bad so deeply injured him, and saying, Behold me 
your brother and your deliverer. Ere long, " the fame 
thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house : saying, Joseph's 
brethren are come, and itjpleaaed Pharaoh wiU, and 
his %en^amUP 

Who now are these servants of the King's house- 
hold, attendants alike on Pharaoh and on Joseph, who 
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bad observed attentively, and witb surprise, tbe singu- 
lar treatment of the strangers from Canaan, — wbo bad 
perhaps already suspected that Joseph had favoured 
them as his own countrymen, if not his own kindred — 
who overheard, with ever increasing wonder and 
deepening interest, tbe utterance of tbe voice of affec- 
tion in tbe chamber from which they had been bidden to 
retire — to whom these strangers were afterwards made 
known as the nearest and dearest to Joseph's heart ; 
and wbo learned for Joseph's sake, and because * it 
was well-pleasing in Pharaoh's sight, to welcome the 
poor petitioners for life and liberty, to tbe privileges 
and plenty of the land of Egypt ? Who are these but 
the hosts of heaven, the ministers of tbe Most Higb, 
who ^' do His commandment, hearkening unto the 
voice of His word" ; the angels and principalities and 
powers who are all made subj ect, not to tbe Father 
only, but to tbe Son of Man, wbo bath all things un- 
der His feet ! 

They have been from tbe beginning spectators of 
God's wonderful dealings witb the cbildren of men. 
When the foundations of the world were laid, these 
^' Morning Stars sang together," these ^' Sons of God 
shouted for joy." At the birth of Jesus again they re- 
joiced, and gave " glory to God in the highest," and 
when the Son of Man, having overcome death, as- 
cended to the heavens to take His seat on the Fatber's 
tbrone, thence reverently they obeyed tbe Divine de- 
cree, " Let all tbe angels of God worship Him." Yet 
these exalted and glorious beings only '^ know in part," 
and even their obedience and their rejoicing are the 
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fruitof faith. They understand not the full ** mystery 
of godliness ;" they comprehend not the height and 
the depth of God's wisdom and love, as manifested in 
the Redemption of man. For these are things whtch 
" the angels desire to look into," which even their in- 
telligence has not fathomed. As the Egyptians and the 
house of Pharaoh heard with wonder the voice of Jo- 
seph's weeping over his brethren, so do the angelic 
ministers of God and of His Christ regard with reve- 
rential awe the manifold tokens of that ^' love which 
passeth knowledge'' entertained by Christ for His 
brethren. Nor are they mere spectators, but " minis- 
tering spirits," taking delight in ministering unto the 
heirs of salvation , and are wM-pleaaed that for the Sa- 
viour's sake the children of men should be welcomed 
by the Majesty on high into His kingdom of glory ; 
to share with them the life-giving smiles of their Fa- 
ther's countenance; and the happiness of those re- 
gions of joy, which before the foundations of our 
world were laid, God had prepared as the abode of the 
innumerable company of the spirits who loved Him. 
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"And Joseph said unto liis brethren, I am Joseph ; doth my fa- 
ther yet live ? And his brethren could not answer him ; for 
they were troubled at his presence. And Joseph said unto 
his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came 
near. And he said, 1 am Joseph your brother, whom ye 
sold into Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry 
with yourselves, that ye sold me hither : for God did send 
me before you to preserve life. For these two years ?iath 
the famine Iteen in the land ; and yet there are five years, 
in the which there shall neither he earing nor harvest. And 
God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the 
earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So 
now it was not you tTiat sent me hither, but God : and he 
liath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house» 
and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. Haste ye, 
and go up to my father, and say unto him. Thus saith thy 
son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt : come 
down unto me, tarry not : And thou shalt dwell in the land 
of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy 
children, and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy 
herds, and all that thou hast : And there will I nourish thee ; 
for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy 
household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty. And, 
behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benj amin 
that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you. And ye shall 
tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye 
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have seen ; and ye shall haste and bring down my father 
hither. And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and 
wept ; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. Moreover be 
kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them : and after that 
his brethren talked with him." — Genesis xlv, 3 — 16. 

All the Law and the Prophets, so Christ hath taught 
us, are briefly comprehended in these sayings, " Thou 
ehalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 
mind and soul, and strength," and " Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself." How then ought our hearts 
to be affected towards Him who is both human and 
divine, create and uncreate, our neighbour and our 
God ? and who has, moreover, in all His words and 
deeds and sufferings, though chiefly by His Gross and 
Passion, manifested in His human nature, such com- 
padsionate and all-forgiving love as demands a more 
grateful and tender affection than could worthily be 
given to those dearest to us on earth, and at the same 
time has so displayed the glory of His Deity, that 
(whatever revelations of His goodness we may hope 
will be given to the redeemed in the ages to come) we 
are as yet incapable of imagining a more glorious dis- 
play of His infinite perfections, and confess Him to be 
beyond all praise, above all adoration that even the 
spirits of the just made perfect could render to His 
name. But Christ and Christ alone can teach us to 
isicknowledge and respond to His love. And only in 
proportion as we are made capable of this response 
only in proportion as we learn whom we have despised 
and wronged, and, therefore, how greatly we have sin- 
ned, and thence are brought to feel how immenee is 
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the mercy which forgives and forgets our offences, can 
oar sonls enjoy that free converse with onr Lord, 
which was typified of old, when, after that most loving 
address of Joseph, ^^ his brethren talked with him." 
Of what they discoursed we have no record; we are 
merely informed, briefly but beautifully, that now at 
length they were able to speak freely with him, face 
to face, and are left to imagine the rest. 

Neither shall it be attempted here to describe that 
communion which takes place between God the Sa- 
viour, and a soul which has been secretly touched and 
kindled by His Divine Spirit. We can with difficulty 
realise to our minds even the earthly types of these 
things, and conceive the succession of opposite and 
contending, or variously blended emotions which 
agitated the minds of the brethren during Joseph's 
address, or when, at its conclusion, they found them- 
selves able to give utterance to their thoughts, and lay 
bare their hearts before him. They recollected a 
younger brother, despised and ill-used : they beheld 
him now wearing the majestic aspect of the Lord of all 
Egypt. They had conspired against him to put him 
to death, or to sell him into slavery, and now their 
lives are at his mercy. He had, before this, seemed 
stern and severe, and had compelled them to taste the 
bitterness of bondage and imprisonment ; and made 
^^ the iron enter unto their souls ;" and brought them to 
confess themselves his servants ; and what, but death, 
can they look for now 2 But their natural fear of. 
merited punishment is overborne by his wonderful 
loving-kindness ; he will not have them for his ser- 
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YantSf bnt for his brethren and his friends ; ho even 
beseeches them not to reproach themselves, he speaks 
as if there was nothing to forgive ; he embraces them, 
and weeps over them ! They are ashamed and con- 
founded ! Every fresh mark of his affection, while it 
reassures them, proving that they hav^e no cause to 
fear him, does but represent their past wickedness in 
darker colours than before. How generous, how truly 
noble is Joseph. But they, how hateful have been 
their deeds, — how deeply unlike their characters to 
his : and yeC he forgives ! Right worthy is he to be 
honored as the first of men : to be reverenced and 
obeyed as the chiefest in all the land, and beloved also 
with all grateful affection, Pharaoh has done well in 
making him ^^his first-born, higher than the kings of 
the earth :^ and they will willingly become his ser- 
vants and subjects* But he is '^ ndt ashamed to call 
them brethren ;*' and the hope is aroused within them, 
that they shall not only witness, but share his great- 
ness and glory in Egypt. Oh I wonderful and unex- 
pected consequences of their malice and envy. No 
doubt the band 6t the Almighty and unsearchable 
God was in all these things ; for it is His prerogative 
to bring good out of evil ; and Joseph has truly told 
them that it was God who sent ^ him into Egypt; " to 
preserve life," — to " save their lives by a great deli- 
verance." Thus by degrees are they reassured; and 
at length they find words ; but words which seem oil 
inadequate to express their sense of their un worthi- 
ness, and his wonderful goodness. 

Will not the-children of God, to whom, in secret in- 
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teryiefTBi their Savionr has revealed himself, silencing 
their self-reproaches in His assurances of pardoning 
love, take delight in entering into their chambers, and 
shutting their doors about them, that in secret they 
may enjoy that free converse dimly typified here ? 
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•* It pleased Pharaoh well."— Gek. xlv, 16. 

When Joseph, being reconciled to his brethren, and 
having discovered himself to them, publicly acknow 
ledged them as his kindred, there was, as we have 
seen, joy in Egypt, on the part of the servants of the 
household, in which £^mg Pharaoh also shared. For 
our sakes has this been recorded. For even so, as 
Christ has revealed, there is "joy in heaven," over 
each and all who repent and are reconciled, and 
brought to know their Saviour, — joy, not only " in the 
presence of the" elect " angels of God," but likewise, 
as we may be certain, in the bosom of the Father, of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named. 
For except in that in which He takes delight, these 
holy ones could find no joy. Formed in His image and 
after His likeness, as was Adam, — ^yet more perfectly so 
than he ; for he " was made a little lower than the an- 
gels," (Psalm vm, 5) those children of the heavens 
can experience no emotions which have not their source 
in the Eternal Creator, to whose word they hearken 
continually. And even if the existence of this joy in 
heaven over penitents had never been expressly re- 
vealed to us, we might surely, even of our ownselves, 
have judged aright concerning this, being certaia that 
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the Being whose name is Love, must rejoice in the re- 
conciliation of His creatures to Himself. In love He 
created them, as Ee created all things, at once for their 
happiness, and His own glory." 

" Worlds without number, 
Lie in Jlis bosom like children, He made them for this purpose only."* 

But beyond this, for our fallen world He sent, and 
spared not. His only Son, to die for man's redemption. 
And therefore for His Beloved Son's sake, as well as for 
their own, He rejoices when they are recovered from 
the misery into which they had fallen. The Father 
rejoices over them, when they learn to love their Ke- 
deemer. " The Father himself loveth you, because ye 
have loved me ; and believed that I came out from 
God." Now, all this was foreshadowed in the welcome 
which Pharaoh was ready to accord to the brethren of 
Joseph. The arrival of ten poor men, strangers, from 
the land of Canaan, shepherds too, and, as such, an 
abomination to the Egyptians, could afford the King no 
satisfaction, except on the ground of their affinity with 
one whom Pharaoh delighted to honour ; nor even so, 
could he be well pleased at their arrival, unless he be- 
lieved that they both loved Joseph, and would rever- 
ence and obey him as one who was rightly and justly 
Lord over the whole land. 

Not every individual of that race of whose humanity 
the Son of God partook, shall hereafter be acknow- 
ledged by Christ as his brother ; but those only who 

* The Children of the Lord's Supper: translated by Tennyson,. 
from the Swedish of Bishop Tegner. 
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know their need of mercy, and are penitent, and learn 
to love and honour the Son, even as they love and ho- 
nour the Father. When these are received into the 
courts of heaven, it will please the Father well, and 
all His servants. 

But, at this point, it is very important to observe, the 
comparison fails ; and we may perceive how inad- 
equate is any human transaction, any earthly image, 
to represent to our minds, even in outline, not the full 
truth, for it ^^ passeth knowledge,'' but so much as the 
Scriptures have revealed, of the love of God in Christ. 
Pharaoh, though probably cognisant of the fact that 
Joseph had been purchased of Midianite merchant- 
men, knew not ly whom he had been sold into slavery, 
suspected nothing of the envy and hatred with which 
his brethren once regarded hini, their execrable cru- 
elty, their deceit and falsehood. Otherwise, it is pro- 
bable that his indignation would have been uncontroll- 
able, and that even the intercession of Joseph could 
hardly have persuaded him to endm'e their presence. 
To the love of our merciful Father which is in heaven 
towards His sinful creatures we have nothing corres- 
ponding here. By Joa&ph alone were typified that Divine 
loving-kindness and tender mercy which, though 
TnanifeatedvcA'^^i. to mankind chiefly by, and through, 
the Son, abide equally in the co-eternal Father. In 
order that the type should correspond with the antitype 
here, we should be required to imagine the great king 
of Egypt to send hU ovon son into Canaan in his in- 
fancy, to contrive that Jacob should suppose him to be 
his Son ; and all this with a distinct foresight of the 
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snSerings which he would have to endure: and with 
the deliberately formed purpose of thus delivering from 
distress the very persons by whom those suflPerings had 
been caused, and placing them on hie right hand, and 
on his left, in the kingdom of Egypt ! 

It is very important to observe this, because there is 
unhappily a tendency, in some minds, to overlook that 
blessed truth which the parable of Joseph and hia 
brethren here fails to exhibit. Christ is viewed as one 
who solely of His own accord interposed as a mediator : 
tiie Father'is represented only as an offended Lawgiver 
and Judge. There is a deep and dangerous error here : 
for, in tiuth, the Father, in sending His Son into our 
world to die for man's redemption, did not then sur- 
render into other hands His Divine prerogative of 
mercy, retaining His holiness and justice; but, on the 
conirary, did then exhibit that glorious prerogative in 
its highest conceivable manifestation. Let men be 
careful, tiierefore, liow they affirm, (although there is a 
sense in which this is true,) that the Son of God came 
into the world to avert the Father's wrath from guilty 
man, and to avert His hand of vengeance ; for the Son 
come not of himself, but the Father sent him, and thisi 
certainly, because while we were yet enemies, our 
heavenly Father loved us, loved us with a love infinite 
in extent, for His love towards the Son whom He sa- 
crificed was infinite ; loved us with a love eternal in 
duration, reaching even ^'frorn everlasting to ever- 
lasting;" for the Lamb was slain before the founda- 
tions of the world were laid, to effect an eternal re- 
demption. 
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I And Joseph said anto his brethren. I a»/> Joseph ; doth my fa- 
ther yet live ? And his brethren could not answer him ; for 
they were troubled at his presence. And Joseph said unto 
his brethren, come near to me, I pray yon, and they came 
near. And he sidd, I am Jcseph your brother, whom ye 
sold Uito Egypt. Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry 
with yourselves, that ye sold me hither : for God did send 
me before you to preserve life. For. these two years hath 
.the famine been in the land : and yet there are five years, in 
the which there shall neither he earing nor harvest. And 
God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the 
enrth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So now 
u wcu not you that sent me hither, but God : and he hath 
iSade me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and 
a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. Haste ye, and go 
up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Jo- 
seph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt : come down onto 
me, tarry not : And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, 
and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and 
thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and 
all that thou hast : And there will I nourish thee ; for yet 
there are ^ye years of famine ; lest thou, and thy household 
and all that thou hast, come to poverty And, behold, you, 
eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Beignmin, that it is my 
mouth that speaketh unto you. And ye shall tell my fa- 
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ther of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen ; 
and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither. And 
he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept ; and 
Benjamin wept upon his neck. Moreover he kissed all his 
brethren, and wept upon them : and after that his brethren 
talked with him. And the fame thereof was heard in Pha- 
raoh's house, saying Joseph's brethren are come : and it 
pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.^ And Pharaoh said 
unto Joseph, say unto thy brethren, this do ye ; lade your 
beasts, and go, get you into the land of €anaan ; and take 
your father and your households, and come unto me : and I 
will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat 
the fat of the land. Now thou art commanded, this do ye : 
take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little 
ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 
Also regard not your stuff ; for the good of all the land of 
Egypt M yours. And the children of Israel did so : and Jo- 
seph gave them wagons, according to the commandment of 
Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way. To all of 
them he gave each man changes of raiment ; but to Benja- 
min he gave three hrmdied pieces of silver, and five changes 
of raiment. And to his father he sent after this manner ; 
ten asses laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten she 
asses laden with com and bread and meat for his father by 
the way. So he sent his brethren away, and they departed : 
and he said unto them, see that ye fall not out by the way* 
And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of 
Canaan unto Jacob their father, and told him, saying Joseph 
is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt. 
And Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not. And 
they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said 
unto them : and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had 

sent him to carry their father, the spirit of Jacob revived : 

O 
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And Israel said, it U enough ; Joseph my son is yet alive.' 
I will go down and see him."— Genesis xlv, 8—28. 

The brethren could not be permitted to remain in 
Egypt, in the enjoyment of its rich abundance, and of 
Joseph's favour, for there were others whose distress 
he desired to relieve, whose faces he longed to beholdi 
whom he was impatient to enrich with the good things 
of his kingdom * and among them, a parent dearer to 
him than all beside. A mere" message would not suf- 
fice to bring them ; for it would have beeji disbelieved. 
The brethren must themselves, in person, testify to the 
wonderful and joyful truth that Joseph, one of them- 
selves, was at the right hand of power in Egypt, that 
he had not forgotten his own flesh and blood, but in- 
vited them all to come to behold his greatness, and 
share his prosperity. And, besides this, the feeble 
would need helpby the way, and the prevailing scarcity 
demanded prompt supplies of food ; and presents must 
be sent to Canaan of corn, and bread, and meat and 
ot the various " good things of Egypt," and wagons, 
or chariots, for the conveyance of the aged and the 
little ones, which would further convince those who 
doubted of the reality of the invitation, and persuade, 
and enable them to obey it. 

As the three Apostles on the mount of Transfigura- 
tion were permitted to be, for a brief period, eye wit- 
nesses of the majesty of Christ, and to hear with their 
ears the Yoice from heaven, — not in order that they 
might remain in the continual enjoyment of the privi- 
leges of that place of glory ; but that, going forth into 
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the common world, they might make known the mys- 
teries revealed to them, and persuade men to set forth 
on their journey heavenward, — so was it with the 
brethren of Joseph. 

And Christ requires like services of aU those to whom 
He has revealed Himself. They must not abide in a 
state of solitary and ecstatic contemplation ; nor, if 
they mingle with the world, remain silent respecting 
the truths revealed to them. They must " tell the vi- 
sion'* to their kindred and neighbours, and seek to per. 
suade others to commence that journey which shall 
end in everlasting rest, nor cease till some at least, 
through the grace of God, have been brought to ex- 
claim " It is enough ; I have a Saviour in heaven ; I 
will seek His face without delay." 

But it is of the ordained ministers of the Church of 
Christ that the brethren of Joseph present the most 
perfect type. The brethren returned not of their own 
accord, but were sent with a special message and in- 
vitation from King Pharaoh, and from Joseph, and 
with gifts from the royal treasure houses, which, as 
fiiithful stewards, they were to distribute among their 
kindred — even as those that are called of God, go not 
forth to preach in their own name, nor simply advise 
men to approach the throne of heavenly grace, but are 
sent by Him who is seated thereon, waiting to be gra- 
cious, to deliver to them His invitation, and by rightly 
dividing the truth, and distributing the sacramental 
treasures, to help forward their brethren on their jour- 
ney, until, in the strength of that meat, they win their 
way to the Mount of God. 
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Peculiarly signiiScant, in this relation, are the re- 
corded words of Joseph, ^' see that ye fall not out by the 
way.'* They are a prophetic injunction to the ministers 
of the Gospel of Christ, to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace, speaking the same thing, and in 
honour preferring one another. 
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'* And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to 
Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his father 
Isaac. And God spake onto Israel in the visions of the night, 
and said, Jacob, Jacob. And he said, Here am I. And he 
said, I am God, the God of thj father ; fear not to go down 
into Egypt ; for 1 will there make of thee a great nation : 
1 will go down with thee into Egypt ; and I will also surely 
bring thee up again : and Joseph shall put his hand upon 
thine eyes. And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba : and the 
sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, and their little ones, 
and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to 
carry liim. And they took their cattle, and their goods, 
which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into 
Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with him : His sons, and his 
sons* sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' daughters, 
and all his seed brought he with him into Egypt." — Gene- 
sis xLvi, 1—7. 

The joamej of Jacob and his family, thongh plainly 
typical of a Christian's journey to the land of his rest, 
presents nothing in its details on which our thoughts 
need to dwell long. That it was through a barren 
land, starred by long-continued drought, and affording 
no provisions for the way, yet a land traversed easily 
by those who had the wagons of Egypt for the aged, 
and the tender^ and the young, and traversed happily 
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by those who had hope to cheer them on their daily or 
nightly road, — all these things are obvious, and will 
not fail to suggest to the Christian's mind his journey 
through this world. For to him, be its pleasures and 
its wealth what they may, this world is found to be 
barren indeed, and stricken with poverty since it pro- 
duces none of those good things whereby the soul may 
be refreshed and strengthened for its pilgrimage. 
The passage through it, — otherwise difficult, and even 
impracticable in that direction which is towards 
the land of true happiness and true riches, — ^is ren- 
dered easy by that succour which the Lord of the 
Kingdom has provided against the hours of weakness ; 
that provision which He has bestowed from out of His 
heavenly treasure. 

But let us observe further, for this is highly signifi- 
cant, that of all that went forth from Egypt, not one 
failed to reach the land of plenty. ilTot one perished 
by the way : but Jacob and " all his seed," " three- 
score and ten souls,'' entered into the land of Egypt 
And all entered together. There were no hindrances • 
the wheels of the chariots brake not, nor did the provi- 
sions fail ; nor did sickness detain any ; nor was one, 
like Bachel, arrested on the journey by death. Surely 
this is full of meaning for a Christian. He will remem. 
ber who hath said, ^* My sheep hear my voice ; and I 
know them, and they follow me: and I give them eter- 
nal life ; and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
one pluck them out of my hand." So speaks the Sa- 
viour, and to each of the flock he gives the assurance^ 
" My grace is euffioient for thee," and as, of the chil" 
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dren of Israel, it was not the strong men only, who, in 
the vigour of their manhood, successfully encouatered 
the labours and dangers of the journey, but the weak- 
est and youngest also, — ^the aged, the women, and the 
infants, — so it is not those only who are strong in faith, 
who shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but also the 
babes in years, and the babes in Christ ; the very least 
of those who are called by His Name. 
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'* And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct his face 
unto Goshen ; and they came into the land of Goshen. And 
Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet Israel 
his father, to Goshen, and presented himself unto him ; and 
he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. 
And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I have 
seen thy face, because thou art yet aliye. And Joseph said 
unto his brethren, and unto his father's house', I will go up, 
and shew Pharaoh, and say unto him. My brethren, and my 
father's house, which were in the land of Canaan, are come 
unto me ; And the men are shepherds, for their trade hath 
been to feed cattle ; and they have brought their flocks, and 
their herds, and all that they have. And it shall come to 
pass, when Pharaoh shall call you, and shall say. What U 
your occupation ? That ye shall say. Thy servants' trade 
hath been about cattle from our youth even until now, both 
we, and also our fathers : that ye may dwell in the land of 
Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination unto the 
£gyptians."^G£N£Sis XLVI, 28 — 84. 

** Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, My father and 
my brethren, and their flocks, and their herds, and all that 
they have, are come out of the land of Canaan ; and, behold, 
they a^e in the land of Goshen. And be took some of his 
brethren, even five men, and presented them unto Pharaoh 
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And Pharaoh &aid unto his brethren, What is your occupa« 
tion ? And they said unto Phar6ah, Thy servants a^e shep- 
herds, both we, and also our fathers. They said moreover 
unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the land are we conle : for 
thy servants have no pasture for their flocks : for the famine 
%8 sore in the land of Canaan : now, therefore, we pray thee, 
let thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen. And Pharaoh 
spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father and thy brethren are 
come unto thee : The land of Egypt U before thee : in the 
best of the land make thy father and brethren to dwell : in 
the land of Goshen let them dwell : and if thou knowest any 
men of activity among them, then make them rulers over my 
cattle. And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him 
before Pharaoh : and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh 
said unto Jacob, .How old art thou ? And Jacob said unto 
Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an 
hundred aud thirty years : few and evil have the days of the 
years of my life been, and have not attained unto the 
days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of 
their pilgrimage. And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went 
out from before Pharaoh. "•-'Genesis xlvii, 1^-10. 

On their arrival in Egypt, as M^as natural, Joseph 
brought before Pharaoh his father, and five of bis bre- 
thren, as representatives of the rest, and allowed them, 
in bis presence, to petition the King for permission to 
dwell in his land. Their request was grounded merely 
on the prevalence of the famine : they begged only to 
be granted a temporary asylum, until their own land 
was restored to its former productiveness. But for 
Joseph's sake more than this was granted, and Egypt 
became their home. Katnral it is all, and the tale is 

simply told ; yet it includes a mystery of the Christian 

p 
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faith. For, in like manner, on the mircmce of the re- 
deemed into their promised Icmdqfreet, Christ hmteelf 
ehdXL hring them hefore the Father. He it is who ehall 
welcome them, saying, Oome, ye blessed of my Father ; 
whosoever name He confesses before the Father will 
be accepted of Him, whosoever name He denies will be 
denied. It is " by Jesus'^ (2 Oor. iv. 14.) that God 
shall save the Ghnrch, and ^^ present it nnto Himself a 
glorious Ohnrch, not having spot or wrinkle." 

The same truth is implied in that parable of our 
Lord, wherein a certain King would ^^ make a mar- 
riage for his Son.*' For in this case we must suppose 
that, in accordance with the usual custom, the King's 
son went forth to meet and welcome the bride, to 
conduct her into the royal palace, and to introduce 
her into his father's presence. And the same things 
are intimated more clearly in the forty-fifth of the 
Psalms of David. For in the words, " Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever — God, thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness upon thy fel- 
lows," we cannot fail to discern the Eternal Son of the 
Eternal King : and the *' king's daughter," "allglo- 
rinos within," is the Church, the Bride, the Lamb's 
Wife ; who, with joy and gladness, enters into the house 
of her Husband, and the presence of His Father, to 
whom her Husband himself introduces her. 

Thus introduced, she is sure of welcome, and can 
feel no dread. The Father Himself loveth her, be- 
cause she has loved His Son : and He will take delight 
in her ; and keep her ever near Him ; and bestow upon 
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her gifts, such as her eye had not seen, nor her ear 
heard, neither had it entered into her heart to conceive ; 
though it be still true, that she had long before enjoyed 
a faint and dim insight of their excellency, God hay- 
ing revealed them unto her by His Spirit, and given 
her foretastes of their sweetness. ThQ King has, 
through His Son, sent presents to the intended bride, 
while yet abiding in her earthly home. 
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^ And Joseph placed liis father and his brethren, and gave them 
- a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in 
the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. And Jo- 
fleph nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his fa- 
ther's household, with bread, according to their families. 
And the time drew nigh that Israel must die : and he called 
his soi^ Joseph, and said unto him, if now I have found grace 
in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and 
deal kindly and truly with me ; bury me not, I pray thee, 
in Egypt."— Genesis xlvii, 11. 12. 29. 

By Pharaoh's command the children of Israel were 
placed in the land of Goshen, which was at once *' the 
best of the land," and that portion of it most suitable 
for a pastoral people. Nor was this the only advan- 
tage conferred on them. For it appears from the latter 
part of this chapter, that while the Egyptians conld 
only obtain corn by purchase, and were at length com- 
pelled to give np all their catUe to Joseph in exchange 
for the contents of his store-houses, the brethren and 
their families were not required to make any such sa- 
crifice. For it is said that they had ^^ possessions" in 
the land of Goshen, (consisting probably of flocks and 
herds) and grew and multiplied exceedingly. Now, 
it was for our sakes that these things were recorded : 
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that we '^ might know what is the hope of God's call- 
ing, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance 
in the Saints," and how, " in the ages to come, God will 
show the exceeding riches of His grace, in His kind- 
ness towards iis, throngh Christ Jesas." As shepherds 
of Oanaan, the children of Israel had no claim on Pha- 
raoh ; but as brethren of Joseph, they were ranked 
amongst the chiefest of his subjects. What then may 
not Christians hope, through the favour of Him, who 
is bone of their bone, and flesh of their flesh ? More, 
it may be, than we may dare to contemplate of exalta- 
tion, of privilege, of blessedness, in communion with 
Christ, '' even the best of the land." But this at least 
is certain, that their place in heaven, the lot of their 
inheritance, will be such, precisely, as best may suit 
the capacities of beings of earthly origin, partakers of 
a nature which, though glorified, is human still. Like 
the children of Israel in the rich pastures of Barneses, 
the redeemed from the earth will find heaven to be to 
them a hofney a place of perfect peace and repose for 
the soul, wherein every feeling of the heart, which God 
has Bcmotifiod during the earthly state, will, being then 
glorified^ find its perfect exercise and enjoyment. The 
Lord hath gone before to glory, to ^^ prepare a place" 
for all who shall follow Him hereafter ; and his people 
will not be required to accommodate themselves, as 
some have meanly io&agined, to the scenes into which 
they shall be introduced ; but these scones will be ac- 
commodated to them. As the brethren of Joseph were 
not compelled to take their place among the courtiers 
of Pharaoh, but were given a residence congenial to 
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their habits and feelings, so will the Lord, the Chief 
Shepherd, provide for His sheep : He will ^^ mak^ 
them to lie down in green pastures, and lead them be- 
side the still waters." (Psalm xxiii ) 

When, in order to demonstrate the fact of Christ's 
resurrection, it pleased God by the hand of an angel 
to remove the stone from His sepnlchre, that ^^ holy 
one" was not required to lay aside the terrors of 
His glory. ^^ His countenance was like lightning, 
and His raiment white as snow ; and for fear of 
Him the keepers did shake, and becfime as dead 
men/' Yet afterwards, when the pious women of 
Christ's company sought the body of their Master 
in the tomb, they beheld one whose aspect does 
not appear to have terrified them. So, when in the 
world to come, the redeemed children of men are in. 
troduced into the society of an ^innumerable company 
of angels," there will be nothing terrible in the splen- 
dour of these children of light ; although perhaps their 
glories will be greater than the human eye now could 
endure. For men themselyes will be changed. ^^ They 
shall be equal to the angels, and shall be the children 
of God, being the children of the resurrection" : and 
He who is abore all. He who dwelleth in light which 
no man can approach unto," will not overwhelm His 
creatures with His glory, but transmute its intolerable 
splendours into Love, embracing them on every side. 
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" And there toas no bread in all the land ; for the famine woe 
yery sore, so that the land of Egypt, and all the land of Ca- 
naan fainted by reason of the famine. And Joseph gathered 
up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt, and 
in the land of Canaan, for the com which they bought : and 
Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's house. And when 
money failed in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Ca- 
naan, all the Egyptians came unto Joseph, and said, Give 
ufl bread ; for why should we die in thy presence ? for the 
money faileth. And Joseph said, give your cattle ; and 1 
will give you for your cattle, if money fail. And they 
brought their cattle unto Joseph : and Joseph gave them 
bread in exchange for horses, and for the flocks, and for the 
cattle of the herds, and for the asses : and he fed them with 
bread for all their cattle for that year. When that year 
was ended, they came unto him the second year, and said 
unto him, we will not hide it from my lord, how that our 
. money is spent ; my lord also had our herds of cattle ; there 
is not ought left in the sight of our lord, but our bodies and 
our lands : Wherefore shall we die before thine eyes, both 
we and our land ? buy us and our land for bread, and we 
and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh : and give ua 
seed, that we may live, and not die, that the land be not de- 
solate. And Joseph bought all the land for Pharaoh ; for 
the Egyptians sold every man his field, because the famine 
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prevailed over them : so the land became Pharaoh's. And 
as for the people* he removed them to cities from one end of 
the borders of Egypt even to the other end thereof. Only 
the land of the priests bought he not ; for the priests had a 
portion assigned them of Pharaoh, and did eat their portion 
which Pharaoh gave them : wherefore they sold not their 
lands. Then Joseph said unto the people, behold, I have 
bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh : lo, There U 
seed for you, and ye shall sow the land. And it shall come 
to pass in the increase, that ye shall give the fifth fart unto 
Pharaoh, and four parts shall be your own, for seed of the 
field, and for your food, and for them of your households, 
and for food for your little ones. And they said, thou hast 
saved our lives : let us find grace in the sight of my lord, 
and we will be Pharaoh*s servants. And Joseph made it a 
law over the land of Egypt unto this day, that Pharaoh 
should have the fifth ^ar£; except the land of the priests 
only, which became not Pharaoh's." — Genesis xlvii, 
13—26. 

With the exception of " the land of the priests," and 
probably the land of Goshen, Joseph became owner, 
16 Pharaoh's uame^ of all the land of Egypt j and the 
land of Goshen also, procured by him for his brethren, 
and bestowed on those whose possessions were to him 
as if they had been his own, may be reckoned as a part 
of that vast inheritance which Joseph had obtained, 
through the excellency of the spirit which was in him. 
A position of higher dignity, and more absolute power 
it is scarcely possible to imagine. Yet it is to be ob- 
served that by all this, his pre-eminence, the supreme 
dignity of Pharaoh was in no wise impaired ; he still 
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occupied th^ throne ; and it was in hie name, and for 
him, that Joseph bought, and held the money and the 
cattle, the land, and, as it were, the very lives of the 
people of Egypt; and the royal dignity was nerer more 
exalted, than when Joseph wielded the sceptre com- 
mitted to his hand. ^ 

Here again we may discern the types of heavenly 
things. The Lord Jesns Christ, even before His ascen- 
sion declared, '^ all power is given nnto me in heaven 
and in earth" ; and He ascended, we are told, ^Hhat He 
might fill all things" ; and the decree has been pro- 
nounced, ^^ I will give thee the heathen for thine inhe- 
ritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession." But, just as it was not immediately upon 
his exaltation by Pharaoh's decree, that Joseph be^ 
came absolute in Egypt, so it was not immediately 
upon His ascension to heaven that the Lord Jesu9 
Christ obtained full dominion. His kingdom, like the 
power gradually acquired by Joseph over his brethren, 
and over the Egyptians, has extended, and is extending 
by degrees, and will approach the full, only in proper, 
tion as men, experiencing a famine in their souls, are 
found ready to give up money and lands, and all that 
they possess, nay, their ownselves also in exchange for 
the " bread of life." Yet at last the prophecy will be 
fulfilled, — for it cannot fail, — " the kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
His Christ." And this blessed change will be " to the 
glory of the Father," co-equally with the Eternal Son, 
who sitteth on the right hand of the Majesty on high. 

a 
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The kingdom for whose coming we pray, is at once 
the kingdom of the Father, and the kingdom of the Son. 
Jesus, like Joseph is exalted, " to order it, and to estab- 
lish it, with judgment and with justice, from hence- 
forth even for ever. " (Isaiah ix, 7.) 

But there are yet other respects in which the dominion 
of Joseph appears to be typical of that of our Lord, which 
deserve more than the passing allusion hitherto made to 
them. It was not only over his own hrethren that Jo- 
seph acquired power. In language as submissive as that 
of his brethren, even the native Egyptians were brought 
to say, ^* Thou hast saved our lives ; let ua find grace 
in the sight of my Lord, and we will be Pharaoh's ser- 
vants." The miseries of famine, actually endured to a 
great extent in Oanaan, would have been felt in equal 
(if not even in greater) severity in Egypt also, but for 
the providence of Joseph ; and the native inhabitants 
of the land were all under obligation to the man, who 
^' saved their lives by a great deliverance," as well as 
the lives of his brethren. Now, although the Holy 
Scriptures, written chiefly to make known to us Christ 
as the Saviour of the humcm race^ the fallen children 
of Adam, reveal to us little concerning other worlds^ 
and other orders of being, it yet has been made known 
to us that by His death upon the cross, once for all, by 
that one amazing blood-shedding of the Son of God, 
Christ '' hath reconciled all. things unto himself, whe- 
ther they be things on earth, or things in heaven,^^ 
(Coloss. 1, 26.) Or, we may venture to say, " whether 
they be beings in heaven," for the " reconciliation" 
seems to be of those whose sin or moral imperfections, 
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the only thing it would surely seem, that could possi- 
bly separate between them and their God, needed to be 
removed or atoned for ; that is of intelligent and res- 
ponsible creatures. The writer, however, would by no 
means be understood to express a belief that all those 
*^ beings in heaven^' whom Christ, by his death, recon. 
ciled to the Father, had actually, like the children of 
men, committed sin, and fallen from their first estate : 
but rather that as the Egyptians, but for Joseph, would 
Thave endured a famine, so even angelic beings needed 
a reconciliation, to render them worthy to stand before 
God, and in order to their preservation in holiness. 
From their creation they were, and continued to be, 
blessed by Him, and acceptable in His sight, before 
whom " the heavens arc not clean" and He chargeth 
even His angels with folly ,^ for the sake, and through 
the mediation of the Son of Gk>d, the Reconciler of the 
universe. 

But there is yet again another meaning which may 
be given to the words of St Paul, or rather there is a 
certain limitation of which they are susceptible. They 
may be intended merely to signify, that whatever ih&te 
he of ^^ things in heaven" that needed a reconciliation, 
Christ hath reconciled them, by his death on Calvary : 
even as, within the holy of holies in the Jewish Temple, 
the needful purification of the holy things, ifp&rohcmce 
they had contracted any stain, could be effected only 
by the blood of the victims slain in the court without. 
If such be the meaning of the apostle, we may then 
doubtfully trace a still further correspondency. Jo- 
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seph bought not the land of the priests ; which they 
held directly from Pharaoh : and it is probable that 
when, during the years of plenty, Joseph " laid up the 
food in the cities," when '' the food of the field which was 
round every city, laid he up in the same," he assumed 
no control over, nor property in, the cities and lands of 
the priests, and the corn stored up there : so that during 
the yearsof famine, the priests did not in fact owe their 
lives to Joseph as did the rest of the people — and so it 
may be, that in the kingdom of our Lord and of His 
Ohrist, there are " principalities and powers" subject 
indeed unto Christ, but yet not reconciled unto God 
through him, in exactly the same sense as others, some 
for whom his blood-shedding was not required,-* some 
sheep of the fold, who though subject to His voice, and 
blessed by His pastural care, have not needed that the 
good Shepherd should toil in the wilderness to save 
them, should suffer for their sakes. 

Beyond what we fijid in the passages already quoted, 
^e saored c^rration cohtains no record of the greatness 
of Jojseph in Egypt, But it is weil-worthy of note, and 
deeply interesting to the Ohristiim student most espe- 
cially^ that there is reason to suspect, from modern re* 
searches into the aatiquities of Egypt, from the state- 
ments of anqlQixt hi3to9riaos, and iVom the probable im- 
port of hieroglyphi<}9, that Joseph eventually at- 
tained even greater dignity in Egypt than the sacred 
writers have recorded ; 9iVA succeeded in establishing 
not a temporal dominion only, but a spiritual ; that he 
not only became a joint-heir of the supreme royalty^ 
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but gave an ascendancy, over all the idols of Egypt, to 
the Lord God of bis fathers. 

• 

The following extract from Cory's Chronological 
Enquiry into the ancient History of Egypt will go far 
to establish these interesting conclusions, doubly in- 
teresting, if it indeed be true, that Jose|»h was divinely 
ordained to be a type of that Messiah, who is " King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords." 

^^ It was common among all the heathen nations to 
regard the founders of their respective nations, and 
indeed every >very extraordinary person who appeared 
among them, as Avatars or Incarnations of some deity. 
I^ow, it is related, by several historians, that two very 
remarkable personages appeared in Egypt, both of 
high antiquity, but at a considerable interval from one 
another, known by the name of Thoth or Hermes, who 
were looked upon as Avatars of that deity. The first 
of th^e may be identified with the 2nd king of Egypt, 
Athojihes, the grandson of Kronus, or Ham. Accord* 
ing to Sanchoniatho, he was the adviser of Kronus, 
who gave him the land (^ Egypt. He was the inven- 
tor of letters and the arts. The other, the second 
Hermes, was likewise said to be the inventor of lettera 
and the arts, a sacred scribe, and author of the ancient 
Hermetic books, an adept in mysterious knowledgCi 
gnd an interpreter of the will of the Gods. He was, 
moreover, a great prophet, and to him they ascribed 
the reformation of the Egyptian year. He was re- 
garded also as the llQvmQ& pedisequicay a kind of 
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lacquey or minister. By Cedrenus, who, with many 
other embellishments, refers to the same person, it is 
further stated, that he was envied by his brethren, who 
were 70 in number, and, finding that they were con- 
tinually consulting how to destroy him, he went into 
Egypt, to the tribe of Ham, where he was received 
with great honour, and lived in splendour, and was 
afterwards worshipped by them under the name of 
Hermes, expressly because he was a prophet, and sup- 
plied them with riches ; wherefore they denominated 
him the Giver of riches, and looked upon him as the 
god of wealth. It is further asserted that he was called 
Trismegistvs^ because he communicated to the Egyp- 
tians, that there were three divine powers in the unitj 
of the deity. Oedrenns, moreover, places him in the 
reign of that Sesostris, from whose immediate succes* 
8or he says, the line of the Pharaohs descended. 

It is concluded by Bryant, and almost every anti- 
quarian, that this second Thoth or Hermes was Joseph : 
and of this I think there can scarcely exist a resonable 
doubt. 

Joseph was also connected with the regulation of 
the calendar. The manner in which the Egytians re- 
gulated their time was this. By reckoning the year at 
only 865 days, and omitting the quarter day, they lost 
a day in every four years : and, consequently, the first 
day of their year would, in the course of four times 
365 or '1460 true years, recede through every day of 
the year, and return to the point from whence it had 
set out. This period of 1460 true years, or 1461 of 
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their vague years, w«*s the great Sothic cycle of the 
Egyptians. The first month, as well as the first day 
of it, was called by the name of Thoth or Hermes. 
The Thoth originally started from the Heliacal rising 
of the Dog-star, which occurred in Egypt about the 
first day of August, and after the revolution of the 
cycle, it returns to the same point again, when a new 
cycle commences. At the commencement of each 
cycle the Phosnix is said to return, and then the old 
Phoenix is stated to expire, and a young one to spring 
out of its ashes. The return of the Phoenix, and the 
return of the Thoth or Hermes, are terms synonymous. 
And the names of Phoenix and Thoth, of which 
Hermes is but the Geeek translation, have a very 
intimate connexion with one another. The return of 
the Phoenix is by the majority of ancient authors 
stated vaguely at 600 or 1000 years ; but it is correctly 
specified by Tacitus at 1461 vague years, equivalent to 
1460 Julian years. Tacitus in the same passage re- 
lates, that in t?ie reign of the third Ptolemy of the 
Macedonian hinga^ the Phcenix returned to Egypt ; 
or, in other words, that in the reign of Ptolemy 
Euergetes, an old cycle had expired. ilTow the 25 
years of the reign of Ptolemy Euergetes extend from 
B.o. 216 to 221. The commencement therefore of the 
cycle which expired in his reign, must have happened 
between the years 1706, the year ol the descent of 
Israel into Egypt, and 1671, which were loth within 
the administration of Joseph. It is asserted by 
Plutarch, that Hermes added the five additional days 
to the Egyptian calendar. By Censorinus this is said 
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to have been effected bj Armiuus, which is in fact 
Herme8 : and Syncellus, from some author, shews that 
the regulation occurred about the same time, bj assert- 
ing that the addition of the five days took place in the 
reign of Aseth, the 7th of the Shepherd kings. Bat 
Strabo says, that the improvetnent by Hermes was the 
addition of the quarter of a day ; at all events it is 
manifest that the regulation took place in the adminis- 
tration of Joseph, and that, as he was considered as a 
Hermes, he must have been the Hermes who ef- 
fected it. 

The name given to Joseph by the king of Egypt 
was according to the Masoretic points Zaphnath 
Paaneah : but, without the points, which have only 
disguised it, it was ZPhNTh PhCENOh, and the latter 
words is in all the Greek translations rendered Phane- 
chos. From all these circumstances I have no hesita- 
tion in idontifying Joseph with that^ Hermes, who 
started that cycle which expired in the reign of 
Ptolemy Eugertes. 

In the 9th^ year of his administration Joseph, by 
the sale of corn to the starving population, collected 
into the royal treasury all the gold, and silver, and 
valuables, of all the land of Egypt and Oanaan and 
the surrounding countries ; and in the 10th he ob- 
tained all the cattle. In the 11th year he acquired all 
the land, and after the expiration of the famine, 
granted it out again to the inhabitants, reserving for 
the royal revenue one fifth of the entire produce of 

* Gen. xlvii. 
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the saUy except the portion of the priests ; thus ren- 
dering the king not cmly the ruler, but the landlord 
of the whole realm ; producing a revenuef compari- 
tiydy exceediug that enjoyed by any sovereign prince 
from that time to the preset f He then remoyed 
all the people &om the country into cities, from 
one end of the border of Egypt even to the other end 
thereof* 

The consolidation of the kingdom thus effected— 
the immense wealth and power thus acquired — ^and 
the removal of the people universally into cities — and 
their continued subsistence out of the royal munifi- 
cence for three or four years more, during which their 
labour must have been available for the decoration and 
enlargement of these cities, point out the reign in which 
these things occurred as the commencement of Egyp- 
tian greatness, and particularly of architectural mag- 
nificence : and that reign must have been in the be- 
ginning of the 18th dynasty ; and upon that line of 
kings, while the children of Israel grew into a people 
under their protection, the blessing of God seems to 
have been poured abundantly. 

It can hardly be supposed that Joseph when he ob- 
tained such power in Egypt, neglected the religion of 
the country. Accordingly we find in Eusebius, upon 

f In speaking of aome'of the Egyptian monuments, Pliny has re- 
marked that they were erected by kings, who must have had more 
wealth than they knew how to dispose of. 

* Genesis, xlvii. 21. 
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the authority of Manetho, that the Amosis who ex- 
pelled the SheflherdBjiputastapto the hv/mcm Boofiir 
fice which had hitherto preoMed in Lower Egypt. I 
have no doubt but that it occurred about this time ; 
but I think that Joseph could hardly have ruled over 
Egypt till the beginning of Amenoph L We are, how- 
ever, assured by Olemens, Froclus, lamblechus, Plu- 
tarch, ^lian, Porphyry, and several other authors, that 
the second Hermes wrote the sacred books, which were 
preserved by the priests with the greatest care : and 
from the scraps of them, and traditions relating to 
them that have come down to us, it is clear that the 
religion inculcated by the second Hermes was not 
idolatry. We may observe, also, that the Egyptians 
held the Trinity, and in the form of the Saiva sect, 
which is a nearer approximation to the truth than the 
Yaishnava doctrine, and they also distinguished the 
persons of it by Hebrew names, I am consequently 
inclined to lay some stress upon the tradition pre- 
served by Cyril and Cedrenus, that Hermes instructed 
the Egyptians in the knowledge that in the Unity of 
the Godhead were three divine Powers, especially as 
those authors have no conception that that Hermes 
might be Joseph. I should conceive, therefore, that 
his reformation was, during his administration, an en-^ 
tire abolition of Idolatry : and though idols may be 
found upon the monuments of the Pharaohs contem- 
porary with him, that would scarcely invalidate the 
inference, as they may have been introduced subse- 
quently to liis decease, when he himself became re- 
garded as an Avatar of Thoth ; and that this constant- 
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Ij occnrred in ancient as well as modem times, is 
manifest from the circumstance that npon the great 
obelisk at !Karnak, the figures of Amun Ea are evi- 
dently the work of an age, at least a century after its 
erection. 

It is manifest from the many sculptures at Thebes, 
that Thothmos III. came to the throne very young, 
and was brought up under the instructions of the per- 
sonage represented in the figure, whom I take to be 
Joseph, or Hermes Phoenix. In one of these sculptures 
this Hermes is standing simply with his lefb hand ex- 
tended, and holding in his right the palm branch, the 
common symbol of Hermes. In another, he is stand- 
ing behind Thothqios HI., (whose name and signet 
appear above him) with his left hand upon the arm, 
and his right resting upon the shoulder of that king, 
apparently instructing him to shoot with the bow. In 
a third, he is standing hand in hand with the same 
king, pouring with his left hand something into a cup 
which the king is holding in his right. He is found 
in constant connexion with Thothmos IIL, and was 
evidently, at one time at least, in high honour with 
him ; but wherever this figure occurs, it is commonly 
defaced by some attempt to obliterate it or its name, 
which would indicate, that, in succeeding times, he 
was not held in the same repute as he was originally ; 
and this would naturally take place, when the benefits, 
which that patriarch had heaped upon the nation 
were forgotten among the troubles that attended the 
Exodus of his kinsmen. 
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Upon the whole, I conclude that Joseph began his 
administration not very long^ after the expulsion of the 
Spepherd kings, and ended it a few years after the 
commencement of the reign of Thothmos III., the 
fifth king of that dynasty ; and that he was minister of 
Amenoph I., Thothmos I., Thothmos n., and for a 
very few years in the reign of Thothmos III., and that 
he not only consolidated the kingdom, but that from 
his administration must be dated the rise of the gran- 
deur of the 18th dynasty, and the reformation of the 
religion and calendar of Egypt : and all these coinci- 
dences concur to place him in the exact position, 
which, by a simple enumeration of the numbers of 
Manetho, we had before determined. 

There is another very singular personage, whose 
appearance among the princes of the 18th dynasty has 
produced great confusion. He is not in any of the 
lists of kings, yet he bears a royal title, and is so 
strangely mixed up with Thothmos I. and II., that 
some of the Egyptian discoverers have supposed him 
to be the same with Thothmos I. 

In the original lines of the great obelisk at Eamak 
are the signets both of this personage and Thothmos I. : 
and several temples appear to have been erected by 
him jointly with Thothmos I. and IT. He falls ex- 
actly into the position occupied by Joseph, both in re- 
spect to time, and in the circumstance of his being as 
it were a joint ruler during so long a period as the 
reigns of 3 or 4 successive kings. And I take him to 
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be the Ohebron^ or OhebroB^ gi^en by Manetho as the 
2ad name of the 18th dynasty ; and in that name, 
which is omitted upon the monuments as a Begent, I 
fancy we may distinguish The Hebrew^ as Joseph is 
expressly called, no less than four times in the rela* 
tion of the story of his rise to power. 

Joseph was made by Pharaoh ^ ruler over all the 
land of Egypt, and according to his word were all the 
people ruled, and in the throne only did Pharaoh re- 
serve distinction to himself.' Pharaoh likewise took 
his ring or signet from his hand, and put it upon 
Joseph's hand. The monumental personage in ques- 
tion uses a royal signet, which is, in fact, only such 
a yariation of that of Amenoph L and Thothmos I., 
as succeeding kings adopted from their predecessors : 
and the signet which Joseph used, was, I have no 
no doubt, the royal signet, which Pharaoh gave him, 
and authorized him to use. 

The great difficulty has been to determine whether 
this Begent is a male or female. In the lateral lines 
of the great obelisk at Karnak, he is represented always 
in male attire, commonly as bearded, and with the 
crown of Lower Egypt only. To his name, however, 
or perhaps, we might rather say, to his insignia or 
bearings is attached the semi-circle, which commonly, 
but not imiversally, indicates the female sex. I take 
it here to be simply a kind of heraldic dijBTerence, indi- 
cating that the bearer was, as it were king consorty or 
that dU but king that Joseph was. It is however clear. 
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that, in the legends respecting him upon other baild- 
ings, feminine noans and verbs are used, which M. 
Champollion explains by supposing him to be the hus- 
band of a queen in her own right, receiving the ad- 
dresses, and speaking solely as the representative of 
his wife. The name, which M. Ohampollion reads 
Amenenthe, is simply, without its intermediate vowels, 
(which are gratuitously asserted) AMNNTH, which 
differs from the name of the wife of Joseph, ASNTh, 
or according to the Greek version Asenethe, in no 
important particular, except in the substitution of the 
8 for the M, two letters in the ancient Hebrew 
alphabet so much alike, that they are not distinguish- 
able from one another : and I presume that in process 
of time the S has been substituted in the Hebrew for 
the M. This lady, chosen by Pharaoh for the wife of 
Joseph, was the daughter of Foti-Phra, the priest of On, 
at that time the royal city. And from the near con- 
nexion in those early times of the kingly and priestly 
offices — from the names of her father, a compound of 
two royal titles Pete and Phra — from the honors de- 
signed to Joseph, — and from the circumstances of 
Amenoph I. leaving no sons to succeed him, I conclude 
that the lady was not only closely connected with the 
royal family, but was actually or eventually one of the 
oO'Jieireaaea presumptive of the throne^ perhaps a sister 
or a cousin of the lady in whose right Thothmos" I. 
obtained it. And this may explain the circumstance, 
why the daughter of a priest, probably an idolater, 
was chosen as a fitting wife for Joseph. And this 
hypothesis seems to me to derive some confirmation 
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froba the substitution in one of the signets of the 
obelisk of Karnak of the name of Amun, Hermeen,* 
the name of Joseph as composed of the square-eared 
hieroglyphic, for the usual name of Amunth. Con- 
nected with the higher destinies of his nation, Joseph, 
would, of course, decline the sovereignty for his de- 
scendants ; but the crown of Lower Egypt, which this 
regent wears, seems to intimate, that his wife retained, 
at least, the viceroyalty of that part of the kingdom 
during her life : and there are some statues extant, 
bearing the name and signet of this regent, repre- 
senting a personage with a beardless face and feminine 
appearance, which savour strongly of idolatry. But 
these seem to me rather to be dedications made to her 
by her kinsmen in Upper Egypt, than representations 
of her, erected or authorized by herself, or by her 
husband. 

• * 

Though Joseph began his administration in . the 
reign of Amenoph I. , he could only in that reign have 
laid the foundation of the mighty monarchy, which 
arose from his exertions ; and the works and embel- 
lishments and arts, which gave the empire its lustre, 
could hardly have begun to show themselves till the 
succeeding reign : and I submit that this is the inter- 
pretation of the opinion which attributes to Mceris the 
invention of the arts and sciences. Again, as the kings 
of Egypt recommenced their rule over the entire 
realm as Pharaohs with Amos. I would suggest that 

* It is not Amun Me Hermeen, the name of ArmaiB the father of 
Rameases IL ^ 
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his successor Amenoph I. must have been the king 
whom Cedrenus mentions as the Sesostris^ in whose 
reign Hermes reappeared, and from whose successor 
the line of Pharaohs sprung ; for indeed Thothmos I. 
held the throne only in right of his wife, and com- 
menced that line of Pharaohs. 

From a curious plate, which is given by Bosellini, 
from monuments at Thebes of about the age of Thoth- 
mos in., might almost be concluded that though 
Thothmos in. had himself known Joseph, and deified 
him after his death, yet, that, before the expiration of 
his reign, his sentiments had so far changed, that he 
had erased his name from the monuments, regarding 
him as little better than a usurper. 

Every person, at all acquainted with the monumen ts 
of Egypt, is aware of the magnificent structures, as 
well as the capricious disposition of Thothmos III., 
which appears so manifestly upon his works. He 
evidently came to the throne young, and Joseph ap« 
parently retained the government some few years after 
hia accession, but died long before the conclusion of 
his reign. Thothmos HI. turned his chief attention 
to architecture and the arts, and appears very freely 
to have disbursed upon his favorite art the treasures 
acquired under the administration of Joseph. In the 
course of things also he must have completed, and per- 
haps inscribed with his own name and signet, several 

* Di^flMurehos places a Sesostria as the first mortal king of EJgypt; 
Anc. Fragi lOL 
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of the buildings which Thothmos I. and 11. had begun ; 
as the inscription upon St. Peter'fl gives to Alexander 
Vn. the glory of having erected it. And it is indeed . 
a complaint against this king, that he constantly ap- 
propriated to himself the works, which preceding 
kings had erected, by the erasure of their names, and 
by the inscription of his own. And to me it appears 
that this further complaint may be alleged, that if Jo. 
seph did ever succeed in eradicating idolatry, Thoth- 
mos in. was the first who relapsed into it again. 
This relapse appears to have been a gradual return. 
Upon his monuments I am not aware that we find any 
of the gross representations, and variety of gods, which 
appear to multiply in each succeeding reign." 

Such are the marvellous conjectures concerning the 
exaltation of Joseph which the ancient records appear 
to render probable. If they be correct, the history of 
Joseph affords a yet further parallel to that of our 
blessed Lord— a parallel which although it seems to 
be not even obscurely and indirectly predicted or typi- 
fied in the holy scriptures themselves, yet in the 
highest degree deserves our reverent and attentive con. 
sideration. 

As has been before noted, the authority which the 
Son of man now exercises in heaven and earth, though 
it be so absolute that " all things" yea, literally* " all 
things are under His feet," so that, except the Father 
alone, who was pleased to put all things under Him, 
there is no principality or power in the heavenly places 



8 I 



l&i THE LOBD OF ALL. 

which is not subject to the absolute dominion of the 
Messiah, still Christ hath a delegated authority, a com- 
mission from another, which he will hereafter resign. 
*^ When all things shall be subdued unto Him, then 
shall the Son also himself be subject unto Him that 
put all things under Him, that God may be all and all." 
(1 Cor, XV. 26.) But by this mysterious resignation 
of supreme power, the Son of God shall surrender ncme 
of His glories. He is one with the Father in glory :. 
He will still, after He has resigned and abdicated 
the throne of delegated dominion, — still be glorified 
with the Father, with ^' the glory which He had with 
Him before the world was." (John xvi.) "We have 
a very remarkable illustration of this mysterious trans- 
action, if not an actual type of it, furnished by profound 
history. The destruction of Jerusalem by Titus is ge- 
nerally admitted to be typical of the second advent of 
Ohrist. It marked the close of a dispensation, and it 
inflicted a fearful judgment upon the enemies of God. 
T5tus, who led the armies of Rome, was the son of the 
then reigning Emperor Vespasian; and "the father 
had committed all judgment unto the son," by giving 
him absolute command of all the forces of the empire, 
in order to the reduction of the rebellious province of 
Judea. I^ot lotig after this, Yespasian associated his 
son with himself on the imperial throne : the general 
laid down his rule, that the Emperor, or Emperors, 
might be " all in all."* The history of Joseph, according 
to the eonjectures of antiquaries, affords also a parallel 
in the same mysterious transactions. 

* See ihe " Future States," by the author of this work, in the ar- 
ticle entitled *' The two thrones" in the Appendix. 
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JoBepb, beyond all dispute^ held supreme authority 
in Egypt, hy delegation from Pharaoh : and if the mys- 
tic symbols of the hieroglyphics have been rightly in- 
terpreted, he afterwards laid this authority aside, not 
to the diminution of his glory, but its increase, for be 
became co-heir of the throne of Egypt; and sat upon 
the same throne with another; exercising, by right 
matrimonial, a co-equal authority. Kow, aa the Fa- 
ther and the Son are one, so are Christ and his Church 
one : and as Christ and his Church are one, so also are 
the man and the woman one, when God has joined 
them in the marriage bond. Thus Christ prayed for 
his Apostles, saying, " Holy Father, keep through 
thine own name those whom thou hast given me; 
that they may be onOj as we are ;'' and farther said, 
'^ neither pray I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their word ; that 
they all may be one, even as we are one ; 1 in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one.'' 
These words prove that to the perfect unity between 
the Father and. the Son, the unity between Christ and 
his Church is analogous ; and other passages of the 
scriptures prove, in like manner, what we have said of 
the marriage bond. ^^The husband'is the bead of the 
wife, even as Christ is , the head of the Church 
they twain shall be one flesh ;" (words quoted by the' 
Apostle from the first pages of the book of God.) 
"This," he continues, "is a great mystery; but I 
speak concerning Christ and his Church. '' (Ephes. v. 
23, 31, 32.) We conclude that Joseph, united in 
marriage with Queen Asenath, did truly, and by 
divine appointment represent and typify the union 
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that is betwixt the Father and the Son ; and in 
exercising supreme power in Egypt by right matri- 
monial, did truly foreshadow and delineate, however 
feebly and imperfectly, the government to be hereafter 
exercised, in virtue of the Divine unity, by the ever- 
lasting Son of the Father, when his present vice-regal 
authority as Son of man has been laid aside. 

This most inscrutable and mysterious change in the su- 
preme government will be eflfected, that " God may be all 
in all ;" and it will be preceded by a complete victory 
and triumph over every enemy, over sin and death. 
This also seemd to have been typified in the history of 
that most wonderful personage whose life we have been 
contemplating ! For it appears that he checked super- 
stition, and repressed idolatry ; and introdicced the 
worship of the one true God. It is indeed unquestion- 
able that his success was but partial and temporary ; 
the temples of Egypt were again frequented by the 
demon worshippers, whose fathers had erected them ; 
the former horrid rites were re-enacted ; the Prince of 
the power of the air, and his angels of darkness, re- 
covered their accursed influence, and when the deluded 
multitudes were assembled around their shrines, there 
were they in the midst of them. But we need not be 
dissatisfied that all earthly types should fail adequately 
to represent heavenly things ; that the rainbow of hope 
and promise, the figure of that which everlastingly en- 
circles the throne of Deity, should after a while fade 
from the sky ; and that Joseph's victories over evil in 
Egypt should for a few short years only stand forth 



THE lob5 of all. 157 

as types of His conquests, '^ whose dominion is an ever, 
lasting dominion, and His kingdom that which shall 
not be destroyed." 
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Addressed especially to those who stUl expect tlie first 

ad/vent of the Messiah. 

We have now traced the history of Joseph from his 
earliest youth, to the period of his mature age, when 
he wielded a delegated but absolute sceptre in the 
land of Egypt. Having before us, at the same time, 
the Book of Genesis, and the Books of the Kew Cove- 
nant, we have seen, with greater and greater certainty, 
as we have proceeded, that there can be traced a close 
correspondency, or analogy, between the things re- 
corded of Jesus of Nazareth in the " Gospels" which 
are received by all Christians as a portion of the word 
of God, and the things recorded of Joseph in those 
sacred volumes, which all, both Jews and Christians, 
believe to have been written by their great law-giver 
Moses, under the immediate guidance and inspiration 
of God. And you, men and brethren, who pride your 
selves on your descent from the family of Abraham, 
are most especially invited and entreated to consider, 
whether, or not, in fact such a correspondency or ana- 
logy is really traceable. There is also offered for your 
consideration, a parallel equally remarkable between 
the dealings of Joseph with his brethren, and the man- 
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ner in wbkh they were affected towards him, with 
what devout Christians testify to be their own actual 
experience, or at least their full belief and persuasion, 
of an inter-communion between themselves, and a risen 
and glorified Saviour. Consider whether this further 
parallel can be called merely imaginary ; or whether 
it be not as real and true as the other : and if these 
correspondencies seem to you to be nc?^ imaginary, then 
shrink not from the only rational conclusion. It is ut- 
terly impossible that such correspondencies, if they ac- 
tually exist, should be the work either of chance, or 
of man's design. They must he of God. Either by 
the secret influences of His Holy Spirit, or by the 
equally unsearchable and even more mysterious order- 
ings of His Providence, the all-wise God has caused 
the history of Joseph and his brethren to correspond, 
in a great multitude of particulars, and with a most 
marvellous minuteness, with that of Jesus and his Dis- 
ciples : and for what less purpose can this have been 
done, than for the glory of the Son of David, the pro- 
mised Messiah ? The types of Scripture, like its pro- 
phecies, are all of Christ and his Kingdom, and would 
be degraded by application to any other than He. 

Let it not offend you, brethren, that your attention 
is called to the Book of Genesis by one who terms 
himself a Christian. Even if we be mistaken, — ^suffer 
US to say that for argument sake we suppose this — 
concerning the meaning of the writings of Moses and 
the Prophets, we at least profoundedly venerate them. 
We teach them to our children, and we read them in 
our Churches : we print and circulate copies of them 
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by hundreds of thonsands : we seek to distribute them 
throughout all the world. We recognise no higher 
rule of life than is contained in the commandments of 
the Jewish law, to love the Lord our God with all our 
hearts, and our neighbours as ourselves. We recite, 
or chant, or sing, the Psalms of David in all our assem- 
blages for public worship ; we study carefully^ the 
writings of the Prophets, with the desire to learn from 
them the truth concerning the Messiah, and we hope for 
no future blessedness, but such as we shall share with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of God. 
The writers of what we term the book of the New Tes- 
tament, or GovenautI were all Jews : and their writings 
testify that they never ceased to retain the deepest vene- 
ration for the books of Moses and the prophets. When 
they became Ohristians, they forsook not their 
former religion, but were continually in the Temple, 
praising and blessing the Lord God of their Fathers. 
In all this, the disciples of Jesus, both in ancient and 
modern times, have but humbly imitated the example 
of the Master whom they adore. ^' Think not," said 
He, ^^ that I am come to destroy the law or the pro- 
phets ; I am not come to destroy, but to fnlfill." ^' Till 
heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled." And 
the conduct of Jesus was altogether consistent with 
these declarations. He frequented the Synagogues on 
the Sabbath days ; the danger of persecution did not 
deter Him from publicly attending the Divinely ap- 
pointed feasts : He eat the Passover with His disci- 
ples. Full of zeal for His Father's house, he overthrew 
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the tables of the money-changers in the Temple, and 
the seats of tliera that sold doves, and would suffer none 
to carry any burden through the sacred enclosure. 
At the same time, He maintained the authority of the 
constituted rulers of the Jewish Church. " The Scribes 
and Pharisees sit in Moses' seat; all things whatsoever 
therefore they bid you observe, those observe and do. " 
Profoundly acquainted with every part of the written 
word. He declared His crucifixion necessary, and pa- 
tiently endured its disgrace and agony, " that the 
Scriptures might be fulfilled." And let the commence- 
ment of the Gospel of Matthew, or the first four or five 
chapters of the " Acts of the Apostles," or Paul's Epis- 
tle to the Hehrews, prove whether the Apostles were 
wanting in veneration for God's word ; — and let the pre- 
sent work, the work of a Bishop in the Christian 
Church, be a proof to you, that we Christians not only 
accept as Divine, the writings of Moses, but love them 
and study them ; and find in them a depth and signi- 
ficanco fur boyond the mere letter. 

• 

Would to God, that you could see that we Tiave found 
the Messiah in them 1 Doubtless He mtiet le there ; 
not in the prophecies only, which evidently relate to 
Him ; but concealed under manifold types, of which 
it is the privilege of loving faith to discover the secret 
import 'He is in the history of Joseph and his breth- 
ren. Oh, that yon could discover Him there I Then 
at length you would understand, that as Joseph by the 
Divine decree, first suffered bondage in Egypt, before 
he was clothed with authority, and had power to de- 
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liver his brethren ; so the Messiah first entered the 
grave, that through His death, resurrection, and as- 
cension, He might deliver those who are tied and 
bound by the chain of their sins. Then would a further 
discovery open upon you. As Joseph stretched forth 
his hands towards his brethren, when he made him- 
self known to them, saying, ^^ I am Joseph your 
brother, whom ye sold into Egypt," yet not reproach- 
ing them, but rather weeping over them, 00 would 
Jesus, the true Messiah, speak from heaven to your 
hearts, saying, " I am Jesus, whom you rejected and 
delivered to the Gentiles to be crucified — Jesus, your 
brother, and your Saviour, who is ready to deliver 
you from all evil, and receive you into the kingdom of 
the Father." 

But I cease. For none can make the Messiah 
known, but God Himself. May His holy Spirit, of 
which it was promised, that He should ^^ tr^ke of the 
things of the Christ, and shew them unto men," lead 
those who are still estranged from Jesus through unbe. 
lief, to discover in Him their Saviour ; and so prevail 
witlx those who acknowledge His authority to be indeed 
Divine, that the image and likeness of Christ, His suf- 
ferings, and His victory, foreshadowed in the history 
of Joseph, may be found inscribed on their inmost 
hearts I 



1 



